anneal). 
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Three Voices 


A Song for a Lonely Christmas-Tide 
By Mabel Earle 


1 
WAS a shepherd, keeping watch by night 
On Juda’s hill, beside my 4d, ing fire ; 
I did not see the heavens clothed in light ; 

I did not hear the chanting angel-choir. 
Lhad grown gray before I saw His face ; 

My kinsmen knew Him on His mother’s knee. 
One joy is ours now, in His dwelling-place ; 

The Babe was born for me. 


ll 

I was a traveler, plodding on my way 

Along the weary leagues of desert sand ; 
Three strangers rode across my path one day, 

Hastening onward to an unknown land. 
My heart like theirs grieved for the grief of men ; 

My eyes like theirs sought for the promised Sign. 
No Star was lit for me in heaven. 

What then? 
The Star they hailed is mine. 


il 

I was a watcher by the temple door, 

When aged Simeon down the long court passed ; 
His slow feet tottered.on the paven floor ; 

‘*‘ Our Hope,” he cried, ‘has come, has come at last!” 
Not thus to methe guerdon and the grace, 

The dream fulfilled, for weary years denied ; 
Yet have I seen-Messiah face to face, 

And I am satisfied. 


O ye who seek, and find not! ye who turn 

Heart-hungry from your pleading at God’s feet, 
Wait on the Silence of His Will, and learn 

How all life’s lacking shall be made complete. 
O ye who miss the vision and the song, 

The star-shine and the bliss of hope come true, 
Wait on his love! He will not tarry long ; 

The Christ shall come to you. 











Each Day the Best Yet 


Can every day be better than the day that went 


before? If there is always more of Christ than we 
have yet received into our life, it can be. And there 
always is. The less we had of Christ in our life yes- 
terday, the more we need of him to-day ; the more we 
had of him yesterday, the better we know that we need 
mote of him to-day. And his infinite sufficiency, 
in all its unsearchable riches, is at our disposal. The 
more of him we receive, the more of him we are 
enabled, by the very fulness of his indwelling, to 
receive. The secret of steady daily gains is threefold ; 

surrender, abiding, and belief.- As we yield utterly 
and unconditionally to Christ and by obedience to his 
commandments abide in him, we then have only to 
ask him ever for more of himself, and to believe that 
he is granting, has granted, thisas we ask. We must 
not attempt to prove that he has answered our prayer, 
nor to test the matter by any notions or féelings of our 
own. The silently, invisibly ‘growing oak-tree whose 
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strength is steadily increased hour by hour would have 
a hard time if it tried to prove this in the dead of 
winter when its branches were leafless and a blizzard 
surged round it. Yet God sees that that tree grows 
and gains steadily ; and he cares more for us than for 
an oak. We can ‘retard the’ blessing and block the 
growth by our unbelief. Christ cannot bless us as he 
would when we insist upon evidences of his blessing. 
But when we rely upon his simple, unproved word, 
though we see nothing and feel nothing, then how 
lavishly he can and does bless! ‘‘ According to thy 
faith be it done unto you,"’ he says; and he gives us 
just as much of himself as our unseeing, unfeeling faith 
is ready tolet him give. One whoin this way holdeth 
fast the Head always ‘‘ increaseth with the increase of 
God,"’ 
The Lightener of Burdens 

To do: God's will is never to take on an added 
burden, but always to have all our burdens lifted. 
When a poor man is struggling against heavy odds to 
support a family on an income of a few dollars a 
week it may seem like adding cruelly to his burdens 
to suggest his giving away one-tenth of his income 
every week to the Lord, But it is God’s revealed 
will: that evéry one should do this. Therefore the 
poor-man’s doing this means that not only his finan- 
cial'-burden will be lessened, but the whole burden of 
life will bécome lighter. A striking illustration of 
this is given in ‘* The Lesson Pilot’’ in this issue. A 
miracle? Of course; that is what God wants us to 
trast him for.’ Every fresh discovery and doing of 
God's will means new strength, new joy, new sun- 
shine, new reléase. The only burdened life is the 
life that is afraid-to trust God's will. 
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The Pledge in Our Desires 


Every right longing of our heart is God's offer to 
satisfy that longing. For all such desires come from 
God. They do not come from Satan,—he does all he 
can to destroy our right desires. And if they come 
from God, they have certainly not been given us to 
mock us : they have been created within us that they 
may be granted. That longing of yours to be forever 
free from the bondage of a certain moral weakness is 
God's pledge to you that you may be. The longing 
to be a great soul-winner is God’s entreaty that you 
should let him make you this. Your best aspiration 
for your dear ones are pledges that the omnipotence 
of heaven is working with you to bring it all to pass.’ 
And if God has promised, he is able also to perform. 
The question is, are you fully assured that he is? If 
you do not waver through unbelief, you may thank him 
as confidently now for the fulfilment as when later the 
fulfilment is gloriously realized. 


x< 


Harnessing Our Emotions 

It is easier to feel strongly than to be strong. 
Yet our’ strong, deep feelings are well worth while, — 
if we put them to work. We need to remember that 
‘‘emotion is power when it is caught in the cylinder 
and does not escape in the whistle,"’ If a sermon 
sends worthy emotions charging through us, itis easier 
to commend ourselves for this feeling than to let our 
whole life be permanently lifted; but we are worse 
off, if we do nothing about it, than if we had never 
heard the sermon. Every stirring of our right emo- 
tions is God's call to us to become empowered for 
service. 
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The Gospel of Amputation 


HE religion of Christ is the religion of fuller and 
completer being. ‘‘ I came not to destroy but to 
fulfil;’’ ‘* that they may have life, and may have 

it abundantly.’’ Any teaching or practise that con- 
tracts or mutilates lies under suspicion of being hos- 
tile to the real spirit and power of Christianity. 
Other things being equal, the best Christian is the com- 
pletest man, whose every faculty on every side is in 
fullest development and freest action. 

And yet, as unmistakably as anything he ever said, 
Jesus proclaims again and again the gospel of ampu- 
tation. He insists that there are times when it is 
duty, and privilege, and gain, to cut off, cut out, root 
up, deep and inherent parts of our being. ‘ If thy 
right eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck it out.’’ «If 
thy right hand causeth thee. to stumble, cut it off.’’ 
‘It. is good for thee to enter into life maimed or halt 
rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast 
into the eternal fire,’’ 

Such expressions, to many minds, especially those 
who have not felt the clutch of sin, seem extreme, 
almost foreign to the spirit of Christianity, breathing 
an asceticism or a desperation which looks unhealthy. 
Yet there is a. true ‘‘gospel of amputation."’ It is 
based ‘on the awfilness of sin and hell, and the glori- 
ousness of heaven and character. It assumes that 
this act’of’self-denial, :self-crucifixion, is not the arbi- 
trary, but the logical path to a higher end ; that the 
‘*life’’ which is surrendered is a lower, passing life, 
and the life gained is the life indeed.’ The Christian 
who is matked by such scars, self-inflicted or accepted, 
has the royalest' of decorations, Henceforth let no 
man trouble him : he bears on his body the marks of 
the Lord Jesus.: He is following him at whom ‘‘many 
were astonished : his visage was so marred more than 
any man, and his form more than the sons of men."’ 

What are some of these honorable scars? There 
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is the scar that marks for some~ resolute, determined 
soul a glorious (not an inglorious) escape. He was 
trapped. Some faculty of his nature held him fast to 
sin. It was not that his heart was fouler or his will 
weaker than theirs who ‘jest at scars’’ because “‘ they 
never felt a wound,’’—in just that spot. Perhaps 
evil heredity—mind, soul, or body—put him into 
that trap before he knew. He struggled. He tried 
moderate means of ‘‘temperance’’; in vain. At 
last, with the sweat of soul agony on his forehead, he 
cut off that limb, he entered into life,—maimed, we 
say. One great part of his nature he resolutely re- 
fuses to exercise. He is a hero of spiritual struggle, 
an example of spiritual wisdom. No one who knows 
this world of ours has failed to see many a case where 
moderation was death and amputation the only escape. 

Often this severance is less dramatic, but no less 
real and no less necessary. What another man feels 
is the steady enwrapping. of a slowly destructive at- 
mosphere. Things that possibly in the abstract might 
be used for the gratification of legitimate hungers, 
even the development of legitimate faculties, are 
quietly sapping his spiritual life, dulling his spiritual 
vision. As did the concert’ stage with Jenny Lind, 
as do the theater, the card party, the dance, these 
things are making him think less of his Bible, his 
heaven, and his Christ. He cuts them off. There 
are parts of his nature now which lie quiescent, which 
perhaps may atrophy and disappear. His friend, 
who realizes neither his struggle nor the noble spirit- 
ual prizes at stake, shakes his head in pitying or 
amused contempt at that poor, narrow, prejudiced, 
mutilated life. 

Nobler is the scar of amputation for rescue’s sake. 
The foreign missionary deliberately severs himself 
from the gratifications and opportunities of the intel- 
lectual life to plunge into the heathen darkness. He 
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returns on his furloughs larger in some ways, But 
who has not noticed his truncated life, possibly his 
halting speech, a heathen language largely taking the 
place of his mother tongue? He has lost many of 
his former interests and sympathies. He is en 

in one thing, atrophied in others. The ‘: globe trot- 
ter’’ who visits him laughs at his narrow ranges. 

Influence is the purpose of much noble Christian self- 
amputation, This is constructive rescue, preventive 
salvation, saving another not from a sin that has en- 
gulfed, but from a sin that may. It often takes much 
more clear sight and sturdy ‘‘grit’’ than the other. 
It seems foolish to refuse this grand opera, that 
Shakespearean rendition, the other elaborate and in- 
spiring social function because our going may lead 
some other, who ‘‘has no business to be so weak, 
anyway,'’ into similar or lower dangers. You are 
sure that, if you go, only higher instincts and tastes 
will be gratified. And they are ‘‘so necessary to a 
well-rounded manhood,’’ Why cut them off? And 
again a ‘‘healthy-minded,’’ liberal-minded world 
amusedly echoes ‘‘Why?’’ And Paul answers ;: 
‘‘If meat cause my brother to stumble | will eat no 
flesh while the world standeth.’’ His voice in heaven 
will outsing in sweetness several operas. 

Like this, but with the joy of positiveness, is am- 
putation for efficiency. Every efficiency in this world 
costs a hundred withered possibilities. The man who 
determines to be an ‘‘all round’’ man, developed on 
every side equally and fully, will be developed proba- 
bly nowhere, but if he could be developed as he 
wishes, he would be so ‘‘round’’ as to have neither 
cutting edge, nor piercing point, nor effective striking 
surface anywhere. He cannot be. Time, strength, 
vitality, are insufficient. He must select. The se- 
lection of the one is the rejection of the many. Every 
effective life pays that price. For the Christian it is 
the supremest wisdom as well as supreme devotion. 
‘‘Is anything that is human alien to you?’’ Oceans 
of human things are alien to me, but ¢he thing, the 
salvation of man’s immortal spirit, the coming of 
God's kingdom, absorbs my powers, I am color- 
blind and deaf. ‘‘This one thing I do.’ Must 
these others atrophy? If they must, they must. 

Perhaps this slaughter of a section of our life as- 
sumes its intensest and most pathetic shape in the sac- 
rifice for the beloved, that he may be rescued from 
pain or death or given.the fulness of life’s possibili- 
ties. The eldest son has his aspirations for college, 
for literature, for art. But he faces those little ones 
thrown on his care, and he turns his back upon all 
these desires and dreams. He plunges into his daily 
drudgery, and sees his ‘‘children’’ advance, one by 
one realize in their ways the possibilities that once in 
his way were his. When his task is done he isaman 
of forty. His once delicate fingers have grown 
clumsy, and not in this world shall they ever work 
the witchery they might have wrought. The brain 
cells, once expanding for the larger thoughts, have 
contracted and hardened upon life's little, sordid 
problems, till they cannot open any more. He can 
wish those larger thoughts, but he cannot will nor win 
them now. Whata price! He has cut off his right 
hand, he has plucked out his right eye. One could 
weep at the pathos of it. But the angels sing! Did 
you watch that mother, contracting her life for that 
child she bent over? Steadily she cut off her larger 
interests, Incessant care, watchfulness, labor, long- 
ing, hardened her brain-cells, too. Her memory is 
not what it was. Her nerves are shattered. Her 
thoughts find it hard to leave the sick-room, Her life 
at a thousand points is an amputated life. She did 
it at love’s call ; but what a price! 

Where is here any gosfe/ of amputation? This is 
the stern aw of amputation, that for every gain there 
is a cost, that every open hand that grasps must first 
be a hand that relinquishes. Ah, but it zs a gospel ! 
The glad tidings is that he who thus has lost his 
lower life has gained an incalculably higher. He cut 
off his hand, but he annexed liberty, rescue, power, 
Christ for his whole body and soul. He deliberately 
turned his back on certain intellectual pleasures or 
gains, but he went on deep into the inner sanctuary of 
the love of Christ. He lost what was more than his 
right arm,—associations, interests, mental aptitudes, 
—but he gained Christian vision ; he became, as so 
many missionaries do, one of God's world-wide states- 
men, an incarnation of Christ for the blessing of 
needy peoples. He held his foot from paths he might 
have entered ; and knew that many, or even one, 
who might have strode downward, walked the up- 
ward way with him. His confined, contracted life 
concentrated the white heat of spirituality that burnt 
a way for Christ and good. With the seeming atrophy 
of mental capacity and power came the fuller, deeper 
power of the heart and the spirit, the godlike glories 


‘eth up remained. He entered into. life. 
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of self-conquest.. The knowledge that puffeth up was 
denied, or it withered away ; but the love that build- 

Maimed ? 
A spirit full-grown ! 

















On Giving One-Tenth to God 


It is good that the Sunday-schools of Christen-. 


dom are to study, on the day before Christmas, that 
great passage in Malachi which gives us God’s loving 
entreaty to let him bless us lavishly through our tith- 
ing. When the Christian Church really tithes, the 
world and the church will be astounded at the result. 

An Illinois reader asks three practical questions : 

Is there any command in the Old Testament to tithe that 
has been rendered void or changed by the New Testament 
dispensation ? 

Has tithing increased recently ? 

What has been the experience of the churches and persons 
who give a tenth of their income to the Lord ? 

The New Testament confirms, does not cancel, the 
Old Testament principle of tithing, or giving one-tenth 
of our income to the Lord. The principle of the sa- 
credness of one-tenth of the income seems to be as 
deeply rooted in both Old Testament and New as the 
principle of the sacredness of one-seventh of our time. 
Jesus seemed to assume it as axiomatic when he said 
of tithing that it ought not to be left undone (Matt. 23 : 
23). There are, of course, Old Testament ru/es as 
to tithes in relation to the ceremonial of the old dis- 
pensation which are not now in force in the dispensa- 
tion of Christ; but the principe of tithing as required 
of man in his relation to God seems to be permanent, 

It is reasonable to believe that tithing as a practise 
in the Christian church is increasing. . There are 
many who know its blessedness by much testing ; and 
there are some who are definitely seeking to bring it 
before the churches and people as a sacred privilege. 
The Sunday School Times hopes, during the coming 
year, to let the facts be known widely as to tithing and 
its results in the church and in individual life. 

There is a wealth of evidence as to the prosperity 
and blessing that accompany tithing. Take a single 
instance, of a church in Indiana. A. layman in that 
church wrote to the Times some years ago : 


In rgor, I think, our church commenced tithing: We are 
the First M. E. Church, now 872 strong, with a Second M. E. 
Church 400 or 500 strong ; population, 12,000 ; a manufactur- 
ing town ; no great wealth, but average, well-to-do people. 

‘Ten years ago we would give to missions $300, $400, possi- 
bly $600. Last year (1908) we had $4,453 for missions ; for 
total benevolences, $10,263 ; total money raised and expended 
for all church purposes, pastor's salary, etc., $17,787. 

Nobody hurt, everybody happy, especially the tithers. In 
three years over 400 additions have been made to the church, 


The blessing that comes to a tithing church comes 
also to the tithing individual disciple. This is so 
marked and assured—to lives of real discipleship— 
that it is a great pity that any, and especially those 
whose incomes are smallest, should be robbed of the. 
blessing through distrust of God. 

A good example is given by a worker and writer 
who, under the signature ‘‘ Layman,’’ has bless- 
edly spread the gospel of the tithe for the past thirty 
years or more. A pastor who believes in tithing re- 
ported the following case to him : 


A member fof my church] when told that tithe-giving, 
among other blessings, brought financial prosperity, said, ‘I 
don’t believe the Lord will move the Pee gin to raise my 
salary ; but perhaps he will make a loaf of bread go farther 
than it does now. I will-try it, anyway.’’ With a family of 
two children, working on rather small salary, he and his wife 
had gotten in debt, and did not seem able to get out. .Prayer- 
fully they entered into the Tithe Covenant, and each month 
when the salary check was received the tenth part was taken 
out and put in the Lord's treasury. His salary was not raised, 
but in a few months the debt began to be reduced, and soon 
disappeared. I said to him one day: ‘‘ How are you getting 
along with your tithing?'' With a puzzled look on his face 
he said: ‘‘ I don’t understand it at all. I do not get any more 
salary, but we live more comfortably, and I never had so much 
money in my life." Partnership with God had made him 
wise in expenditure. 


Partnership with God is always a safe move. The 
Sunday School Times would like to hear from those 
who have found it so in this matter. of tithing. . The 
experiences of individuals and of. churches, briefly 
told, will be welcomed. 

Those who would see the remarkable and convinc- 
ing literature that the layman above mentioned ‘has 
published on the tithe, containing life.experiences and 
a study of the principles, may secure the entire series 
of nine pamphlets by sending 15 cents to:‘' Layman,: 
143 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago.’’ 
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When Oné Does Not Believe in Ged” 
When we do not believe, we cannot decide 
to believe, and then simply do it, But there are 


~ things we can do to find the belief which we may 


lack. In this indirect way, therefore, belief becomes 
a matter of our own choice. So there is abundant 
owns for one who, in the following letter, 
seeks help for her unbelief : 

No doubt you will think my question strange. It is a per- 
sonal question, and I will state it as briefly as ble. The 
truth of the matteris, I cannot believe in the ble, in God, or 
Christ. No doubt that sounds terrible to you, and 1 cannot 
understand it myself. I have been b tup in a Christian 
home, my father is an elder in the church and a great church- 
man. I have been accustomed to Christian influence, I at- 
tend church and Sunday-school regularly, and would really 
like to belong to the church. My friends are all church mem- 
bers, and I am afraid the minister will be coming after me 
soon ; but I cannot tell him what I have told you, nor can I 
tell my father. Please don't tell me to get any tracts, or any- 
thing of that sort to read, but please see if you cannot give me 
help. I would like an answer as soon as possible, as I think 
about this matter constantly, Can you help me? 

This inquirer is probably ready to admit that there 
may be a God, even though she intends to be honest in 
saying that she does not believe in one. If she feels 
that it is possible that the millions who have believed 
and do believe in God may be right, though she does 
not now know this, suppose she try the experiment, 
make the test, of living for a month, or six months, 
or a year, as though she believed fully in God, in 
Christ, and in the Bible. Let her just assume, or 
pretend, that it is all so, and then faithfully do every- 
thing that she would do if she believed, and if she 
were doing all that Christian faith and duty requires. 
This commits her to nothing ; it is simply an honest, 
unprejudiced scientific test. 

Thus let her read daily and thoughtfully in the 
Bible, say in the Gospel of John ; giving at least half 
an hour of the best time in the day to it, preferably 
before breakfast in the morning, or at some régular 
time daily when she can ‘be entirely uninterrupted 
and quiet. Not more than one chapter should be read 
in the half hour ; sometimes less, so that its evident 
meaning may be thoughtfully weighed and studied 
out. Let her ask herself constantly, as she reads, 
whether the principles she finds there for the conduct 
of life seem to be good or bad ; whether if completely 
obeyed.they would make the world better or. worse. ; 
whether her own life would be better or worse for 
holding absolutely true to them ; whether she now lives 
wholly in accordance with them ; whether she or any 
one else cam do so, without supernatural strength. 
When she has finished the Gospel of John, taking a 
month or more to it, let her continue with the book 
of Acts. 

Every day, before beginning to read, let her carry 
out this experiment in entire honesty by kneeling in 
prayer, and asking God, if there be a God, to guide 
her study and show her what she needs to know from 
the reading that is before her. At the conclusion of 
the study, let her kneel and pray again, asking God 
to enable her to live according to what she has just 
read, and to put into effect his will for her that day. 
This can be done in entire good faith by one who 
does not believe in God, but who is honestly desirous 
of testing thoroughly the belief of others. If there zs 
a God of the sort that she knows her father and friends 
and pastor believe in, it is reasonable to believe that 
he will respond in some way to the honest doubter’s 
prayer. 

And of course she must face the fact that she can- 
not expect to know the truth in these matters unless 
she is ready to yield up her life absolutely to the imas- 
tery of God, if there be a God ; that is, to obey un- | 
conditionally, so far as strength is given her, the 
highest standards of right and duty, in every detail of 
her life, that she knows anything about. To be com- 
plete and honest in this test, she must declare this 
surrender of herself. For it is one of the principles 
of the belief that she is investigating that ‘if any 
man willeth to do his [God's] will, he shall know of 
the teaching, whether it is of God.’’ If we are un- 
willing to go to the limit in right-doing, it is inevitable 
that we shall not see or know clearly. Just there is 
where sin—even unconscious or so-called very trifling 
sin—causes much skepticism. 

Such a test as is here suggested is not too much to 
make in_ order to get to know the truth in all that is 
involved. This inquirer knows that those who be- 
lieve in God believe that the issue of eternal life or 
death hangs on one’s attitude here. If they are right, 
one cannot afford to leave any stone unturned in this 
search for truth. 

Whoever. wants above all else to know the truth 
about God, and will give the securing of this truth a 
place above all else in life, can know it, and will 
know it. 











LESSON FOR DEC. 24 (Mal. 3:1 to4: 3) 


The Crisis 


NCHALLENGED and unquestioned for thou- 
sands of years, ancient institutions and usages 
of China are to-day being laid aside for the 

fashions of the West. Even amid the present bewil- 
dering turmoil of change, transition, and revolution, 
any observer may see clearly that the old China, with 
its face turned stedfastly to the past, is doomed, while 
a new nation is coming into being before our eyes. 

The change in China passes description, and al- 
most belief. Five years ago, in common with all 
others who observed the China of that day, I wrote of 
the awaking of this oldest of nations ; where now 
shall I find words to convey even a faint impression 
of the present condition of unrest, unsettling, agita- 
tion, aspiration, resolution, transformation, and armed 
tumult? It is a complete social revolution : of which 
the political revolution is only an expression. 

Sketched in a few broad lines, China’s present con- 
dition is this : She has abandoned her ancient policy 
of exclusion. In a bitter school, she has learned re- 
spect for the foreigner—but not love. If able to vote 
other nationalities out of her borders, China would do 
so to-morrow, almost unanimously. In the present 
outbreaks it is pointed out that few foreigners have 
been harmed : the rioting is anti-official instead of 
anti-foreign. That is because, at fearful cost, the 
Chinese have learned that it does not pay to injure 
the foreigner. That lesson was written in blood after 
the Boxer troubles, Shensi Province did not go to 
school to the Allied Troops in 1900; that is why a 
few missionaries have been attacked there. China 
fears, distrusts, and dislikes the foreigner : if she 
could, she would take on all the appliances of his 
civilization without his help. 


Setting the Ancient House in Order 

‘Officials have shared with the populace the spirit 
of resentment against the foreigner, though they may 
have veiled’ it. The ‘‘rights recovery’'’’ movement 
has had their secret sympathy ; they see, however, 
that they must set the house they at present occupy 
in order before they can hope to reclaim the other 
rooms that have gone out of the family. The European 
resident is quick to point out the absurdity of this 
clamor for the retrocession of lost territory, for the 
abolition of the extra-territorial rites of all aliens, afid 
fur the cancellation of foreign contracts, when the na- 
tion is really in peril of its life. How real is the 
menace to China’s sovereignty is not apparent to the 
masses, or to the superficial observer. Any one who 
had gone with me, day after day, into the yamens of 
the high officials, to talk.over the nation’s problems, 
would have seen how justifiable are China’s fears. 

In this direction lies the clearest sign of peace in 
the present revolution. Peking and provinces, palace 
and people, all are bent upon saving the nation from 
foreigners. Yuan Shih Kai will make plain to the 
revolutionists that the machinations of designing 
neighbors are perilously near to success. His best 
argument is a version of the one used by Franklin at 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence : ‘‘We 
must all get together, else we shall surely go to 
pieces.’’ Just to what extent the present revolt has 
been fomented by parties eager to take advantage of 
a condition of chaos in China is partly conjectural. 
Naturally, the government is in a position to see this 
more clearly than the ardent and unsophisticated 
young men who lead the revolution. The vision of a 
partitioned China will bring the warring forces to 
some working agreement. 

The sinister truth is that China is to-day in a grave, 
grave crisis. Russia and Japan, with adroit Oriental 
diplomacy, behind which shows the mailed fist, seek 
the partition of the empire. They have fomented the 
current opinion that the government is rotten and in- 
effective, and that it would be better for civilization, 
and for the Chinese, if the people could come under 
more enlightened rule. Their game has been blocked, 
thus far, by America ; but yesterday is not to-morrow. 
The four-nation loan, which, by pledging the revenue 
of Manchuria for forty-five years, insured the sov- 
ereignty of China, was a brilliant stroke of American 
diplomacy. But Japan and Russia show signs of pre- 
paring to work their will regardless, relying upon the 
unwillingness of the four, Powers concerned to inter- 
pose arnied resistance. The forces of unrest and rev: 
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The brief news dispatches and their scant glimpses 
.of revolutionary struggle in one region after 
world 


other in China have startled the . China in 
the tumult of a popular uprising against the old 
order? What is the spirit that is stirring in the 


has been close to officials and plain people, native 
and foreign. He is a trained observer of national 
symptoms. In this article he shows causes that 
have led to the present crisis, and he does not fail 
to point out in the national conditions the opening 
doors of marvelous missionary opportunity. 





olution in China are all unwittingly co-operating with 
the foes from without ; for the first of all essentials is 
that China shall be able to govern her own people. 

There is substantial unity of opinion in the nation 
with respect to reform and modern progress, China's 
face is toward that sunrise which, paradoxically, lies 
in the West. Peking and the provinces have all this 
in common, although they by no means understand 
one another. 

China now wants railways, the telegraph, newspa- 
pers, warships, and a modern army. The old preju- 
dices against these foreign innovations have practi- 
cally disappeared. 

Also she wants a modern education. Like many 
another pupil, she prefers a royal road to learning. 
Her weakness is the belief that she can assimilate the 
western teaching in a few years. No nation was ever 
more patient in acquiring the lore of the Confucian 
classics : octogenarian students were not uncommon ; 
but no nation has shown more impatience to possess 
the fruits of Occidental education without spending 
persistent years at the school-books. The mission 
colleges and schools, which insist upon both culture 
and character, are an unmeasured boon to China at 
the present time. They withstand the get-wise-quick 
pressure of the people, mad with the wine of new 
knowledge ; and they keep control of their 3,129 
schools, instead of letting heady youngsters run away 
with them, and they insist upon proper educational 
ideals. In this emergency the wisdom of a large 
foreign staff, such as is maintained, for instance, by 
the Canton Christian College, is apparent. The cre- 
ation of new and adequate institutions, such as the 
ambitious one at Hangchow, and the unification of 
educational work, as at Nanking, Shantung, Chengtu, 
and Peking, all spel] statesmanship. There is a large 
crop of mushroom schools in China; but the real 
leaders for the nation’s great to-morrow will come, in 
disproportionate numbers, from the eighty thousand 
pupils at present attending the mission schools. 


An Orgy of Criticism 

China has set her heart upon constitutional govern- 
ment as the panacea for all her ills. This may fairly 
be described as a national passion,—almost as a na- 
tional delirium. Provincial parliaments have been 
popular, and surprisingly restrained and useful. I 
have watched these legislatures at work, and although 
they have no precedent in all their millenniums of 
history for anything of the sort, they have taken up 
the business of popular law-making and government 
with aptness and seriousness. I have never seen any 
other legislative bodies anywhere so assiduously inter- 
ested in, and devoted to, routine business, with public 
spirit, common sense, and extraordinary courage. 

They have, it is true, been the agency which has 
made possible the present revolution. They have 
given dignity and status and leadership to the forces 
of revolt, so that the latter have proceeded to action 
without any great outstanding personality as leader, 
such as all observers thought was the one factor needed 
to precipitate the overturn of China. Obviously, the 
provincial assemblies, which are elective bodies with 
only advisory powers hitherto, inasmuch as they were 
an experiment, have afforded an expression for the 
Chinese national self-consciousness. They have af- 
forded a vehicle of expression, and they have also 
taught the people to feel free to express their minds 
with: respect to the government. An orgy of criticism 
has resulted. - 
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The existence of the experimental parliaments has 
enabled the provinces to act as units, and there has 
been considerable written in the cablegrams concern- 
ing provincial independence. Unless my observa- 
tions are entirely astray, provincial independence is 
the last thought in the mind of the Chinese. They 
have revolted from the Manchu throne, but their 
deepest passion is one of devotion to the nation as a 
whole,—and this is a marvel -to all who knew the 
China of ten years ago. Personally, I expect to see a 
constitutional monarchy emerge from the present state 
of disorder, rather than a republic. The old abso- 
lutism is doomed forever, and the people will rule ; 
but precedent, habit of mind, religion, and the prac- 
tical exigencies of the case, call for a limited monarchy 
rather than’for a republic, 

In the background of the present turmoil in China 
the readers should see clearly the great human con- 
siderations which are, after all, the first factors. The 
increased cost of living, coming to an incredibly poor 
people ; the inrush of the tides of new world fashions ; 
a more intelligent spirit of revolt against corruption 
and oppression in official circles; the recent preva- 
lence of one of the greatest floods in the nation’s his- 
tory, with a consequent famine that is the worst known 
for a hundred years ; and the promised recurrence of 
the pneumonic plague in the north, —all these reasons 
have combined to force a desperate people into open 
revolution, When the roar and smoke of battle have 
subsided, we shall see how much more deadly is the 
silent war which famine and disease are at the present 
time waging. 

China’s Belief in America 

In China's extremity there has been a most amazing 
turning toward America for help. There is nothing 
analogous to this in any history known to me.. China 
believes that America is her disinterested friend. The 
consistent attitude of the United States with respect 
to the open door, the remission of half of the Boxer 
indemnity, the invitation to Chinese students to come 
to America, the four-nation Manchurian loan, the 
work of the missionaries, the co-operation of the 
Washington state department with China's leaders, — 
all prove that America wants only to be a helpful 
neighbor to China. The conditions which have de- 
veloped are not viewed with enthusiasm by other na- 
tions, but they should stir the grateful pride of all 
Americans. A school manned by nearly a score of 
American teachers, and enrolling about six hundred 
picked students from all parts of the empire, has been 
opened in Peking by the Chinese government for the 
sole purpose of fitting students to go to America. It 
is expected that upon their return these young men 
will become leaders in constitutional China. 

A reorganized China will come forth from the pres- 
ent disorder. It isto be hoped that a reorganized 
Christian propaganda will likewise result. There 
should surely be statesmanship enough in the leader- 
ship of the Christian church—at least in the Protestant 
bodies—to seize this unique occasion for reconsider- 
ing, reviewing, readjusting, and realigning the mis- 
sionary work in China. At present, all work is prac- 
tically at a standstill. Most of the missionaries from 
the interior have been called to the port cities for 
safety. Perforce, the whole company is in the. best 
possible condition to get together and to front the en- 
tire problem of China in newness, This is an oppor- 
tunity of ages. How it would have thrilled Morrison ! 
The Chinese government itself is suggesting that Chris- 
tianity should be adopted as the official religion. 

Assuredly, China has broken with the t: 
** behold, all things are made new.’’ Shall Chris- 
tian missions rise to this opportunity? An en- 
tirely new, systematic, and comprehensive 
scheme of operations is called for. All individual 
enterprises should be related to the whole. A 
unified scheme of educational and medical work, 
and a nation-wide plan of uniform and inter- 
related evangelism, are plainly demanded by the 

mt unique conditions. The leaders of the 
church in China should meet the new government 
with aformal statement of what Christianity is 
and what it offers to China. In this critical hour 
of the centuries, ancient China is on trial; but ao 
more so than the Christian church. 

SwarTHMorE, Pa. 
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Something Better than the Clash. of Critics 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D. 





HIS well-founded objection has been urged against 
the work of the historians, that they have written 
the history of the world as though human pros- 

perity and progress had been carved out by the sword, 

whereas it has in fact been turned up by the plow- 
share. War destroys, the avocations of peace univer- 
sally build up. The man with the pistol may com- 
mand most attention, but the man wit! the hoe does 
most for the world, Thus is furnished a most apt 
illustration of the value of archeclogical material as 
evidence in biblical study, The clash and clangor of 
critical warfare has been so great, the immediate de- 
mand for archeological material as evidence in the 
critical discussions of the day is so insistent, the man 
with the pistol has so riveted our attention. that it is 
not to be wondered at that there is a popular impres- 
sion that the only value of the spade of the archeol- 
ogist is to furnish arguments with which to help defend 
the Bible. And so accustomed have we become to 
the older und greater value of the spade that its 
presentation now will come to many as a great sur- 
prise. 

The chief value of the spade of the archeologist is 
as an implement : its use as a weapon is quite second- 
ary. The spade is, indeed, used in the army ; but its 
chief value is not in building fortifications, but on the 
farm. So the chief value of the spade of the archeol- 
ogist is not in battling with the critics, but amiong 
those who are working together with Christ, not in 
proving the Bible true, but in helping those who be- 
lieve in its truth to understand it; not only in the 
class-room of the university and the seminary, but in 
pulpit, in the Bible class, and in the closet. 


HIS will seem a mystery to many. An intelligent 
young lady was recently listening to a conversa- 
tion about the efforts of the excavators to find 

things, and at last she broke into the conversation 


‘with the ‘significant question, ‘‘And what good does 
_ it do when you get it?’’ 


. This was a perfectly natural 
and proper question for her and for a great many of 
the best Christian people in the world. They are not 
interested at all in the wrangles of critics. They are 
to them only a disturbance, They are not in the least 
interested in putting what the critics say to the test of 
facts. To them there is but one question about arche- 
ological research : Of what use is it to the faith that 
has pillowed its head upon the Old Book? The 
young lady was right. If archeological evidence has 
really great value, it must be of this kind. After a 
moment's thought I replied to her: ‘‘ You have the 
helps in your Bible. A large portion of those is 
of the good that archeology does. And you know 
the great Bible Dictionaries. A century ago a Bible 
Dictionary was about the size of a pock<: Bible. All 
the rest that the Bible Dictionaries of te day contain, 
except where they are padded with theological arti- 
cles, the archeologists have supplied. This is the 
good that archeology does."’ 

So archeology explains things. Wien the people 
of Lycaonia were about to worship Paul and Barnabas 
because they thought they were the gods come down 
to them in the likeness of men ‘‘ they called Barna- 
bas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercury,’’ or, as it is in the 
Greek, ‘‘Hermes,"* ‘‘because he was the chief 
speaker.’" Hermes personified the expression of 
thought, he was the great interpreter of the gods in 
mythology, ‘the chief speaker.’’ In the testimony 
of archeology concerning the Word of God, the chief 
speaker is not for corroboration, —for apologetics, as 
the theologians say,—but for interpretation, literally 
Hermeneutics, from Hermes the interpreter. The 
discussion, the critical quarreling is but a passing 
event. Thus corroboration is of only temporary 
value ; but the interpretation of Scripture is the abid- 
ing value of the spade, 


Son illustrations will make plain the value of 
archeological results in the interpretation of the 
Bible. The spade supplies us with the imagery 

in which Bible thought is clothed, All people natu- 
rally clothe Bibie thought—indeed, any thought made 
known to them—in their own familiar imagery, until 
better instructed. Missionaries relate how quaintly, 
sometimes ridiculously, Bible stories are retold by 
native converts, especially in the extremes of the 
earth, in India and among the Eskimos. Even the 


A good many of us are like the young lady of 
whom Dr. Kyle tells, who broke into a conversa- | 
tion on the finds of excavators in Bible lands with 
the question, ‘‘ And what good does it do when you 
get it?’’ Dr. Kyle here gives illuminating answers. 
to that query. In fact, this department of his has 
opened a new world of interest for the trained and 
the untrained Bible reader, because Dr. Kyle is 
taking archeology, the digging and delving in an- 
cient lands, out of the remote sphere of the difficult 
and vague, and is making the whole subject of bib- 
lical research plain and practical for all. He keeps 
you posted in a way that is already heartily wel- 

comed by readers of this paper. 





ignorant black preacher of the South described hell 
as a place of frightful ice and snow, the worst place 
imaginable in the minds of his flock. The children 
of our households teach us the same lesson of the 
method of the human mind. A little girl, when told 
that God had helped some one in distress, said, ** Oh, 
yes, God jumped right down out of heaven and helped 
him.”’ Preachers fall into mistakes in conceiving 
the imagery of the Bible only less ridiculous than 
these. I once heard a distinguished theologian, one 
of the keenest thinkers of the church to which he be- 
longed, make an elaborate explanation of the words 
of the Psalmist, ‘‘ Yea, the sparrow hath found her a 
house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 
may lay her young, even thine altars, O Jehovah of 
hosts, my King, and my God.’’ He said it was in- 
conceivable that the birds could be allowed to get into 
the temple and build nests. Yet no one familiar with 
the absolute freedom with which the birds have access 
to all public and even private buildings in the East 
can doubt that the Psalmist meant exactly what he 
said. Now interpreting the Bible in such unsophisti- 
cated way, clothing its thought in our own imagery, is 
like putting hat and trousers on a Bed’ween sheik. 


T IS this difficulty with the imagery that has always 
made it impossible perfectly to translate Hebrew 
poetry. The imagery transferred to English is 

ofttimes not understood, and attempts to illumine it 
have not been wholly successful. It has been impos- 
sible perfectly to put David into English, because of 
the impossibility of finding a David to do it. Then 
again, many of the vagaries of critical comment arise 
out of the same difficulty, the putting, as it were, of 
Western clothes upon the patriarchs, and the attrib- 
uting of western ideas and conduct to them, The 
latest school of critics in Germany has assailed the 
whole method of the current biblical criticism on this 
ground, that it is the produét of Western thought, and 
utterly fails to get the Oriental vision of things. 

A pertinent and rather amusing illustration of this 
failure is the explanation sometimes given of the mar- 
riage of Solomon with the Egyptian princess. It has 
been said that this marriage betokened the good-will, 
the great friendliness, indeed, of the two nations. 
This friendliness is then used to account in part for 
the Egyptian characteristics of Solomon's temple, 
and so get rid of the idea that the temple was copied 
from the tabernacle, which the critics say never 
éxisted except in the imagination of some late writer. 
But all this rests upon Western ideas of courtship and 
marriage, —that they betoken sentiment, good-will. 
Of such love affairs the Orientals know nothing what- 
ever. I once carelessly—for I knew better—chafied 
a company of young Egyptian theological students 
about their sweethearts. One of the missionary 
ladies reminded me that they did not have sweet- 
hearts in the Orient. A man is not acquainted with 
his wife until after marriage. Sentiment has abso- 
lutely nothing to do with courtship and marriage in 
the East. Indeed, there is no such thing as court- 
ship, and marriage is entirely a matter of convenience 
or diplomacy, sometimes of finesse. Archeological 
records show that very frequently war in ancient 
times in the East was terminated by a royal wedding 
or two. While such weddings never indicated friend- 
liness or good-will or sentiment of any kind, they 
ofttimes denoted suspicion and the desire for espion- 
age. Some poor princess was immolated upon the 





altar of international diplomacy, Israel in her earlier 
history was always at enmity with Egypt, which had 
always kept a finger upon the old city of Gezer. 

Solomon at last secured it only by marriage with the 
daughter of Pharaoh, She brought it to him as a 
marriage portion. So far from this wedding denoting 
great friendliness between Solomon and Pharaoh, it 
more probably means that this princess was, in high 
diplomacy, a peng from her father and a spy upon 
her husband. 


OW, the ability to put one’s self in another's 
place and see things exactly as he saw them, 
and thus to clothe a writer's thought in the 

imagery in which he clothed it,—the Aistorical 
imagination, or, as it is sometimes called, the Aistori- 
cal sense, —is the greatest human aid to the interpre- 
tation of the Bible. One who can so read Scripture 
has something that is worth more than a whole 
library of commentaries. If one could perfectly do 
this, he might write a better commentary than has 
ever been written. For there is no reason to believe 
that Bible language, even the language of Ezekiel 
and others of the most imaginative prophets, was 
difficult for those to understand to whom it was im- 
mediately addressed. It is said that even Bed’ween 
children may be heard to-day speaking in almost the 
words of Ezekiel. When we fully understand the 
imagery, when we have to the full the historical 
imagination, the ability to put ourselves in the place 
of the Bible writers, the most picturesque parts of 
Bible poetry will be equally plain to us. But it is 
archeology which supplies the ancient Oriental 
imagery in which the Bible thought is clothed, and 
which develops in us for Bible uses the ability to put 
ourselves in another's place. Nearly every particle 
of our knowledge of the dress, the manners, and the 
customs of the home and the social life, the domestic 
and the political institutions, the very flora and fauna 
of the fields, and the architecture of the buildings 
from which all the imagery of Bible thought and the 
idiomatic expressions of Bible language are drawn, 
has been supplied to us by the spade of the arche- 
ologist. 


HIS interpretation of imagery wonderfully illumi- 
nates many texts. As one walks over the hills 
of Palestine to-day he may feel the bulbs of lilies 

or similar plants crunching under his feet as though 
he were walking over a heap of onions. A single 
bulb gathers a cluster about it, and this cluster en- 
larges by another and another circle around the out- 
side, while the center is heaved up until the whole 
resembles a miniature cluster of mountains with a 
towering central peak. Lebanon is just such a 
mountain cluster. Circle after circle of foothills is 
round about the towering peak of Hermon in the 
center. The language of the Bible abundantly testi- 
fies that the land was a land of lilies in the olden days 
also. How vivid now becomes the words of Hosea 
‘*He shall blossom as the lily, and cast forth his roots 
as Lebanon.’’ The Kingdom of God shall flourish in 
all the resplendent beauty of the lily, and shall be 
rooted and grounded in the eternal Rock of Ages like 
this huge Lebanon lily. 

‘If any man would come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.’’ 
From these words of Jesus, cross-bearing has been 
popularly interpreted, after our own fashion, as burden- 
bearing. But this is only asecondary meaning. The 
great lesson of Christ’s words is something very differ- 
ent. The Romans, who introduced crucifixion on 
the transverse cross isto the Orient, added, with a 
cold-blooded refinement of cruelty, that the condemned 
victim should carry his own cross to its place, thus 
taking partin his own execution. Out of this custom, 
before the death of Christ himself, Jesus drew this 
figure of speech, saying, ‘Let a man deny himself, 
[renounce, condemn himself as the Roman victim was 
condemned] and take up his cross daily [take part in 
putting to death his own sins], and follow me."’ 

Thus INTERPRETATION is the great value of the 
spade. Of all means and aids, none other has been 
used so much in the past century by the Great Inter- 
preter the Holy*Spirit in leading us ‘‘into all the 
truth*’ concerning the Bible. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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What Field Workers Say of the Graded Lessons 


This monthly Graded Forum is conducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin. Baldwin, Ele- 
mentary Superintendent of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath Schoo! Association 





The Reception of the Graded Lessons 

INCE October, 1910, my work has taken me to 

twenty-three states and five provinces, to fifty- 

eight different cities in all parts of the country. 
Usually at each place one topic has been the Inter- 
national Graded Lessons. _I have invited those using 
the Graded Lessons to stand, then those desiring to 
return to Uniform Lessons to raise hands. It was the 
exception when one hand was raised. (A question or 
two usually brought out the fact that in such cases the 
lessons were not used according to directions.) To 
the next question, ‘‘ How many of those still seated 
would use the Graded Lessons if they could ?'’ quite 
a number always responded favorably. They had 
been prevented through failure to ohtain the consent 
of the superintendent or church officers. 

The fact that the publishers reported 20, 889 schools 
which introduced the Graded Lessons during the first 
year and a half proves that many elementary teachers 
were waiting to welcome them, The number has 
since increased. Reports from all parts of the country 
are enthusiastic over their success, 

During several special conferences at San Francisco 
last June, the elementary workers from forty-five 
states and five provinces were practically unanimous 
in their endorsement of the International Graded Les- 
sons for Beginners, Primary, and Junior Departments. 

Results reported : Better grading and equipment ; 
scholars and teachers more prompt and regular, be- 
cause more interested ; more home study ; memory 
work better enjoyed, because more closely related to 
the lessons ; more co-operation of parents ; more real 
instruction in the use of the Bible ; more definite re- 
sults, as shown by the work-books completed ; earlier 
decisions to become followers of Jesus Christ ; graded 
work furnishes a worthy basis of promotion.— Mary 
Foster Bryner, Elementary Superintendent of the In- 
ternational Sunday School Association. 


& 


In Arkansas 


HE Graded Lessons have been a decided success 
in our Sunday-schools when their purpose 
and the method of teaching is understood. 

Teachers, real teachers, realizing the poor work ‘of 
past years, and appreciating the need of the child at 
each stage of his development, are enthusiastic over 
these new lessons... About two percent of our schools 
introduced the lessons last year ; many more will use 
them ‘this -year. 

One Primary Department had sixteen who united 
with the church asa result of intelligent teaching of 
the Graded Lessons. We find Junior and Intermediate 
pupils and teachers more interested in Bible study. 
They use their Bibles more and their spiritual devel- 
opment is marked, These lessons cannot be glanced 
over and taught, The teacher must study. If she 
fails to work out their purpose and to meet the spir- 
itual need of the child, she makes the lesson a failure. 
This failure is a lack of diligence on the part of the 
teachers !—Minnie T. Allen, Elementary Superin- 
tendent of the Arkansas Sunday School Association, 
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In West Virginia 


E ARE gratified with the reception of the new 
Graded Lessons. Small rural schools were 
among the first to introduce the new system. 

Expressions are coming from teachers who say, ‘‘ We 
would not be willing to go back to the old way.’’ In 
most places where the lessons have not been taken up 
it is for lack of a clear understanding of the object of 
graded instruction. 

We find practically no difficulties with the Begin- 
ners’ and Primary lessons. In the Junior Department 
trouble comes sometimes from teachers who have not 
thoroughly acquainted themselves with the object of 
the lessons. They forget that the pupils have not 
been trained to systematic work in Sunday-school, 
and so do not always take readily to home work. 
This must be a work of education. Where teachers 
are patient and work with the Juniors, this obstacle is 
overcome, 

Graded Lessons are teaching and training our girls 


and boys to bring and use their own Bibles. Through 
home study and hand-work both pupils and parents 
are more interested in the work of the Sunday-school. 
—Martha V. Graham, Elementary Superintendent 
of the West Virginia Sunday School Association. 


In Manitoba 


HEN the Graded Lessons were ready for the 
Elementary grades in 1909, comparatively 
few schools in Manitoba were prepared to in- 

troduce them ; but before the first quarter had ended 
the advertising done by those who were using the 
lessons did more to bring them to the attention of the 
schools than all the literature previously distributed. 
At the end of the second quarter most of the large 
city schools were using the Graded Lessons in all 
three departments, while many others had put them 
into the Beginners and Primary Departments. 

At the end of the second year the number of schools 
using these lessons in all departments for which they 
had been prepared had doubled. But the most en- 
couraging feature was the avidity with which the rural 
schools adopted the lessons when they found they 
could be used in any school, The superintendent in 
one such school writes : ‘‘ During the first year of 
the introduction of the Graded Lessons our school 
held back, thinking the course was only for well- 
graded city and town schools ; but upon being per- 
suaded to try them in our little school of sixty pupils, 
we were soon delighted with the results. The Graded 
Lessons have graded our school.”’ 

Another superintendent says: ‘‘ We allowed our 
Primary teacher to try the lessons in her department, 
but when her first class entered our Junior Depart- 
ment it seemed necessary to adopt them there. We 
are pleased with their definite success, and are pre- 
paring to introduce the Intermediate Lessons at once.”’ 

During the two years that the Graded Lessons have 
been used there has been a very apparent change in 
the class of teachers who are offering themselves for 
the work, Teachers in the public. schools and other 
educationalists have no hesitation in stating that they 
are more willing to teach the Graded Lessons than 
they were to struggle against the difficulties of the 
Uniform system.— Helen Palk, Elementary Superin- 
tendent of the Manitoba Sunday School Association, 
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In Illinois 


HE International Graded Lessons have been in use 
but a comparatively short time, and yet definite 
results are being seen and felt throughout our 

entire State, The majority of our elementary teach- 
ers were conscious of the need of more suitable les- 
sons, they were ready for them, and ready to use 
them right. More than one-third of the schools are 
now using Graded Lessons. In one county, of 117 
schools 70 were reported using Graded Lessons the first 
year. One city of 25,000 population reports all schools 
but one—and that one a German-speaking school—as 
having adopted the Graded Lessons. The teachers 
with few exceptions are very much pleased, reporting 
hearty response from the children ; splendid co-oper- 
ation from the homes in regard to hand-work ; indif- 
ferent, irregular pupils becoming more earnest and 
regular in attendance. Junior teachers report a 
growing interest in the use of the Bible. Some pupils 
who formerly did all the work assigned for the week 
at one time are now using work-book and Bible 
every day. One teacher writes of Juniors who ob- 
jected to pasting pictures in the work-book. . She 
solved the difficulty by using the place intended for 
the pictures for maps, outlines, or free-hand draw- 
ings. The result was some beautiful and interesting 
books. One father woke up in the night, and seeing 
a light in his son’s room, investigated, and found the 
boy seated before.a table with Bible and work-book, 
so interested that he was not conscious it was 11.30 
P. M. The interest and faithful attendance of pupils 
and teachers has been increased. Teachers are hope- 
fully looking forward to real spiritual results. —J/rs. 
Hf. M. Leyda, Elementary Superintendent of the 
Illinois Sunday School Association. 


In Indiana 


HERE are 5,151 Sunday-schools in Indiana, and 
at least one-fifth of these are using Graded Les- 
sons. Some of this number are using them in 

only the Beginners and Primary Departments, though 
the majority have adopted them as a whole. 

The most successful teachers are the ones that take 
the matter so calmly and sanely that an expression of 
any sort concerning the lessons must be solicited, but 
when it is forthcoming it is almost universal approval. 
But the lessons had been prayed for, looked for, and 
hoped for with such earnestness that they were wel- 
come before they came. To the inexperienced teacher 
they are a revelation, and the opinion is growing 
that they are easier to teach and bring greater re- 
sults. 

The greatest obstacle to their adoption is the lack of 
understanding concerning the lessons and the mate- 
rials provided for teacher and pupil. Time and edu- 
cation will overcome these. 

Never before has there been such a great amount 
of definite daily Bible reading, so many Bibles brought 
to Sunday-school (and used) as since the adoption of 
the Graded Lessons in the Junior and Intermediate De- 
partments. The continuity of thought has resulted 
in greater interest on the part of pupils and more 
regular attendance. The greatest result has been in 
an increase in the number of accessions to the church, 
—Haszel A. Lewis, Elementary Superintendent of the 
Indiana Sunday School Association. 


In Connecticut 


ESS than thirty percent of the Sunday-schools of 
Connecticut. are using the Uniform Lessons 
throughout the school. Between thirty and 

forty percent are using the International Graded Les- 
sons, and the remainder are using other gtaded 
courses and miscellaneous material. 

We find people very ready to take up the Interna- 
tional Graded Lessons as soon as they understand 
the plan and have an opportunity to look the courses 
over, The teachers and pupils are simply delighted 
with them, 

The results have been very. gratifying. Parents 
and teachers everywhere are testifying that never be- 
fore have children learned so much Bible. One 
teacher said : ‘‘ 1 used to spend hours hunting through 
books and magazines for a story that would take the 
place of some impossible Uniform Lesson, Now I 
teach the Bible.’’ One result mentioned to me quite 
frequently is the more regular attendance of teachers. 
There seems to be a feeling of added responsibility, — 
a feeling that the continuity of the lessons must not 
be broken,— Wilhelmina Stooker, Elementary Super- 
intendent of the Connecticut Sunday School Associa- 
tion, 
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In Ontario 


HEREVER the International Graded Lessons 
have been introduced in Ontario, they have 
been received with the heartiest enthusiasm, 

exceeding all expectations. 

The Sunday-schools which had been using the 
former Two Years’ Beginners’ Course were the ones 
who were most ready and anxious to introduce the 
Graded Lessons in the other departments. 

There are many parts of Ontario where this system 
of graded instruction has not yet been adopted, but 
we can approximately estimate that at present at least 
five hundred schools are using Graded Lessons, the 
majority being in the Beginners and Primary Depart- 
ments. 

In the Toronto Elementary Graded Union it was 
found that the teachers who were still struggling along, 
trying to adapt the teaching of the Uniform Lessons, 
were so greatly in the minority that it was considered 
unnecessary to have these presented, and now only 
the Graded Lessons are being taught, five sections at 
each meeting. The members of this Union would not 
think of returning to the Uniform series, since testing 
the Graded.— Bertha Lainé, Elementary Superin- 
tendent of the Ontario Sunday-school Association. 
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Between the Testaments 
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tion of the World for Christ” 








| years of the divine silence are those between 
the Old Testament times and the New. The 
. prophecy of. Malachi closes with the promise, 
**Behold I send you Elijah the prophet!"’ and the 
curtain falls upon that dispensation. It rises again 
wpon the Wilderness of Judea, and John the Baptist 
appears upon the scene—the second Elijah, the ful- 
filment of the prophecy of Malachi. In the mean- 
time no one had appeared in Jehovah’s name and 
bearing his commission. It seemed as though the 
Almighty had withdrawn his personal supervision of 
Israel. It seemed to some as though he had aban- 
doned them, and they sorrowfully took up the lament 
of the Psalmist (10:1 

But though Jehovah had hidden himself he had not 

abdicated his throne. He was as intimately and as 

. actively concerned for his people as he had ever been, 
only his method of operation was altered. There is 
no epoch in history in which the control of events in 
behalf of the church and its saving mission to the 
world is more distinctly manifested than in these 
years of the divine silence, In their study, we shall 
learn that there is no such thing as mere ** secular"’ 
history. All history is ‘* sacred."’ 

The student of this period will be greatly assisted 
in interpreting it by associating his thought with four 
important cities: Athens, Alexandria, Rome, and 
Jerusalem ; and also with the names of five great his- 
torical characters : Socrates, Alexander, Judas Mac- 
cabeus, Julius Czsar, and Herod the Great. He will 
also recall the three great languages, with their cor- 
responding civilizations—Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 
And he will remember the three continents of the 
known world, with their racial divisions—Asia, Africa, 
Europe ;. Shem, Ham, and Japheth, 

For the purposes of this article we will follow the 
order suggested by the names of the five great histor- 
ical. characters ; but there will be references to the 
other divisions of the subject which have been sug- 
gested, and the reader will bear them in mind. 
Althens,. where was matured the finest vehicle of 
thought the race has ever known and the most refined 
culture of the heathen world. A/exandria, where the 
secluded Jew learned to be a cosmopolite, and where 
his holy Scriptures were translated into the vernacular 
of civilization, Rome, which gave the world a system 
of uniform and wholesome laws, and bound the na- 
tions together in a brotherhood better than any other 
except that of the Gospel. j/erusa/em, the focus of 
spiritual light, the city of the Saviour. The children 
ot Shem, who betrayed the Lord Jesus into the hands 
of the sons of Japheth—his cross borne io Calvary, 
however, on the shoulders of one who represented the 
descendants of Ham. Already we perceive the world- 
wide significance of.the history between the Testa- 
ments and its relation to that universal Saviour above 
whose cross ‘‘it was written in Hebrew and in Latin 
and in Greek"? (John 19 : 20). 

Let us remember that defore the close of Old Testa- 
ment history there had been a mighty overturning. 
This is the great connecting link between the Old 
Testament years and the years of the divine silence, 
and we should not pass to their study without giving 
it due consideration. J/¢ is the greatest thing in all 
political history. Political power passed from Semitic 
hands—where it had always been lodged before,1 to 
Japhetic hands, from which it should never te dis- 
lodged—at least until our own day. The struggle to 
regain it seemed likely to be successful when Hanni- 
bal defied the Romans ; but it ended in czwful failure 
with the destruction of Carthage. 

It was a terrible overturning. The Hebrew prophets 
foresaw and described it and traced its connection 
with the purposes of God in the coming Redeemer. 
Ezekiel more particularly seems to sit in a vast polit- 
ical cemetery and erects the headstenes upon the 
graves of the mighty kingdoms of the Old World who 
have been laid in their eternal sepulchers—Tyre, As- 
syria, Egypt, and the rest ! 

And now comes Cyrus, a son of Japheth ; and now 
come the Medes and Persians, who because they have 
no idols sympathize with the Hebrew captives in 
Babylon ; and now comes the second Exodus, when 
Israel, cured forever of its idolatry, returns to its own 





» Egypt is no exception to this. because her ruling caste, in the days 
of her domination, were of Assyrian extraction. 





The names of five men give us the key to the revo- 
lutionizing world-changes that marked the four 
hundred years which separate the Old Testament 
from the New. As the Sunday-schools of the 
world pass from the study of Old Testament Judaism 
to the new year’s lessons in the Life of Christ, they 
have a rare opportunity to learn in an unforgettable 
way what went on during those four centuries. 
Professor Breed’s article makés this possible with 
remarkable clearness and simplicity. His is the first 
of a rich series of *‘ side lights" of this sort to be 
published in The Sunday School Times on the 1912 
lessons. Two more will follow next week. 








land. Now European history begins. Greece and 
Rome appear upon the sacred horizon. 

There is a sweep of vision in the prophets of the 
Persian period which circles the Great Sea and the 
lands beyond, The day of the Lord is hastening on ; 
the Redeemer is making ready to come to Zion. Here 
the curtain drops and the divine silence is ushered in. 

I, SOCRATES. 

But pass, now, from the realm of prophecy, and 
behold! First of all, Socrates. 

Socrates was a contemporary of Malachi. Thetwo 
lives overlap. That of the last great spiritual teacher 
of old Israel adjoins that of the first great spiritual 
teacher of the classic world. Zhe formal tuition of 
the Jew is ended, as the formal tuition of the Greek 
ts begun. 

There had been philosophers before Socrates, and 
their works afford the student an interesting study. 
But they had only served to plunge the.intellect into 


a ‘*Slough of Despond,"’ from which it was unable: 


to extricate itself. It was helpless and hopeless, and 
at last it had come to realize its condition. It must 
remain where it was, until some oné should appear to 
show the way to the border of the mire, where it might 
be within reach of the hand of “ Help.’’ This was the 
work of Socrates. He did not succeed in lifting men 
out of the morass, but he found for them the begin- 
ning of the road, he planted their feet on solid ground. 
He taught his followers the dignity of manhood, he 
assured them of immortality. He broke the spell of 
polytheism and prepared them to accept the doctrine 
of One Living and True God. 

The great successors of Socrates followed quite 
closely in his footsteps. Plato and Aristotle enlarged 
and extended, with certain modifications, the philos- 
ophy of Socrates, and thus remarkable intellectual 
preparation was afforded for the coming of Christ. 
Indeed, this intellectual revolution was as great and 
salutary in its way as the great political revolution 
which preceded it. If the first turned external power 
and authority upside down, so also the second inter- 
nal motive and principle. 


II, ALEXANDER. 


It is a magnificent drama which is being enacted. 
These are not ar events, occurring at hap- 
hazard. All are p of one great consistent move- 
ment, in which He who is behind the visible scene 
controls the movements of every actor. And now 
—exit Socrates! Enter Alexander ! 

The two were intimately associated, for Alexander 
was a pupil of Aristotle. This great Socratic philos- 
opher was invited to Macedonia by Philip when Alex- 
ander was thirteen years old. He was a precocious 
youth, however, and quick to learn, and for three years 
he sat at the feet of Aristotle. henceforth he was 
more of a Greek than a Macedonian. His ancestors, 
indeed, were emigrants from Argos. He was edu- 
cated in the Greek classics. He carried a copy of 
Homer with him in his Asiatic campaigns. 

So it came about that in his career of conquest he 
carried the Greek language and civilization with him, 
and the whole world was hellenized. ‘« Grecian his- 
tory,’” says Dean Stanley, ‘died with Alexander, 
but Grecian influence was created by him."* The 
world turned Greek. The Jews of Alexandria translated 
their Scriptures into Greek, and the way was made 
ready for the proclamation of the Gospel in. the same 
glorious langu 


Thus through the influence of Alexander, two most — 


‘important and influential classes were produced : 


first; those who are called ‘‘ Grecians’’ in the New 
Testament—that is, the Greek-speaking Jews, who 
formed the great connecting link between the He- 
brews and the Gentiles, and who mediated the re- 
demption of the world. To this class belong Philip 


‘the deacon, Stephen, Barnabas, and Paul. Second, 


those who from contact with the Grecian Jews and 
the study of the Greek Old Testament became favor- 
ably disposed toward Judaism and Christianity. 
These were the proselytes and devout persons men- 
tioned in the New Testament—like the Ethiopian 
eunuch, Cornelius the centurion, and others. 

So, when the Saviour gave his last command to 
his apostles, all things were ready intellectually for 
its proclamation. 


III, JupAs MACCABEUS, 


While God was thus preparing the heathen world 
for the coming of his Son, he was also controlling 
events in his own chosen land to make ready his own 
chosen people. They must be consolidated, unified, 
given a better hope, and inspired with a nobler spirit. 
The prime agent in this work was Judas Maccabeus. 

At the death of Alexander his empire was broken 
up—mainly.into four kingdoms. It was well for the 
Jew that it was so, because in their comparative 
weakness and mutual jealousies there was a chance 
for Jewish independence. Judas took advantage of 
that chance. Syria, to whom Israel was subject, was 
beset by a number of powerful foes—Egypt, Parthia, 
and Rome. Moreover, it was torn by internal dis- 
sensions. Then Judas and his people, goaded by 
the indignities they had suffered and quickened by a 
wonderful revival of their faith in their covenant 
God, struck for freedom. The foreign yoke was 
broken, and for nearly a century and a half the Jews 
paid tribute to no foreign master. sg 

The effects of all this were great and peculiar, and 
in a peculiar way prepared for the coming of the 
Lord. It gave to the Jews more faith in themselves 
and more faith in their God. They realized thé sta- 
bility of their institutions, they apprehended more 
distinctly their divine mission. They were bound 
more closely together—though scattered far and wide 
over the earth. Hope became triumphant. 


IV. Jurrus Cassar. 

The life of Julius Czesar is so familiar that little 
need be said of him in this connection. Many his- 
torians declare that he was the most remarkable ‘man 
that the heathen world ever produced. Not that he 
is not equalled in some one particular respect, but that 
he was pre-eminently great in so many respects. 
More than all other Romans put together, he made 
the Roman world what it was, and so prepared it for 
the Redeemer, He dictated its comprehensive policy; 
he formulated its most humane laws; he gave dis- 
tinctive character to Roman citizenship. He made 
commerce andtravel safe. He allayed national preju- 
dices. So it was that the messengers of the Gospel 
could go forth with the news of salvation. He made 
the **Acts of the Apostles’’ possible. 


V. HEROD THE GREAT. 


It would seem now that but one thing is lacking, 
and Herod the Great, cruel and profligate though he 
be, shall be the divine agent in supplying it. There 
must- be some special expression of the *‘ Hope of 
Israel,’’ some suitable rallying-place for those who 
cherish it, and Herod will s ebuild the temple / 

He did much else. His public works were many 
and magnificent. Jerusalem was embellished and 
enriched, and other cities of the land were adorned 
and strengthened. But the ‘forty and six years’*’ 
spent upon the dwelling-place of Jehovah resulted in 
a glorious house which rivaled that of Solomon. 

Thither again ‘the tribes went up,’’ even by the 
mitlion ; the ancient ceremonies were renewed with 
the ancient splendor, the eyes of the worid were drawn 
toward Mount Zion, and in this final feature of the 
divine preparation for the coming of the Messiah, the 
Jews not only, but hundreds, even thousands, of ex- 
pectant souls awaited the fulfilment of the prophesy 
of their last prophet, ‘‘ The Lord whom ye seek will 
suddenly come to his temple’’ (Mal. 3 : 1). 
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) L@SSON FOR DEC. 24 (Mal. 3:1 to 4: 3) 


OX 2 Fg lly at bottom, the defeat of self. 
And the defeat of self'means the liberation of 
all our for the service of others, or, to 
use the other phrase for the same truth, the service af 
Ged, He serves who has ‘‘a heart at leisure from 
itself, to soothe and sympathize.'’ Every little piece 
of service is a certain victory over self ; the complete 
victory, what we venture to call the victorious life, ‘is 
a constant, harmonious service, a smooth machinery, 
working without ope or hindrance, for the good of 
all, for the glory of God. 

How self is overcome by the Cross of Christ and by 
the operation of the Holy "Ghost shall be mentioned 
at the close ; but our first object 1s, as it were, to face 
me foe, to know him, to declare relentless war against 

im. 

The foe then is se/f; you should not say, ‘‘ the foe 
is myself,’’ for that gives a wrong impression. It is 
true that it may be said of many a man: ‘‘he is his 
own worst enemy’’ ; by which we mean that his 
blunders and weakness stand in the way of his success 
more than the competitors and opponents whom he 
encounters. But there are many people of whom we 
might truly say that they are their own best friends, 


their self-love is absolute, . and these successful and . 


apparently victorious people are véry slow to perceive 
what is yet the truth, that their foe is ‘‘self,’’ and 
‘*self’’ has gained over them the victory. 

The foe is ‘‘self,’’ that uppish, usurping self which 
Paul calls ‘‘the flesh.’ Do not think that Paul means 
the body as opposed to the mind—no, he speaks even 
of «the mind of the flesh.’’ : The whole delusion of 
asceticism rested on that misunderstanding. The 


_ ascetic in the most heroic way would set to work to 


mortify the flesh, to refuse it food, comfort, and even 
cleanliness, to treat the body as if it were the foe, and 
to reduce it. to emaciation, disease and death, But 
nowhere is ‘‘ self’’ more dominant than i in the ascetic. 


"It is ‘self’ that (against all the laws of God) despises 


and maltreats that body which is fearfully and wonder- 
fully made by God himself, But what Paul means by 
the ‘*flesh,"’ or what we call ‘¢self,’’ is that principle 
in us which resists the will of God, and prevents the 
love of men, It is a strange, unaccountable tendency 
of the individual to cut himself off from the plan df 
the Creator, and to seek a life, presumably of pleasure, 
out of contact with others and without thought of God. 
It is the very principle of the anchorite, who withdrew 
into the desert in order, by austerities, to save his 


soul, without concern for the world of men to which he | 


belonged, and to which he owed constant service. 

The body is not the ‘‘self’’ to be subdued, but 
that perverted mind which misuses or. abuses the 
body, seeking indulgence instead of acting dutifully 
in a world of divine order and harmony. Thus ‘‘self'’ 
is the opposite of service. You are meant to ‘‘serve.”" 
Whose voice is that which sounds in the wide and 
wholesome field of human life ; ‘‘1 am in the midst of 
you as he that serveth’’? _ It is the voice of the Son of 
man. It should be the noble and lowly claim of every 
son of man. It is this which constitutes the ideal 
humanity, that each one should say truly: ‘‘I am 
in the midst of you as he that serveth.’’ 

First, then, we wish to grasp the fact that the vic- 
torious life consists in subduing this foe ‘‘self.’’ 
Unless victory is gained there, it will not be gained 
at all. Czsar or Napoleon could subdue all the 
world ; he could roll up the armies of the Gauls or of 
the Republic, of all the states of Europe ; but unhap- 
pily he could not subdue ‘‘self.’" Rather, in his 
soul, ‘‘self’’ was completely victorious. Whether in 
the shame of death and the ‘‘e¢ tu, Bruée,’’ in the one 
case, or in the awful solitude in St. Helena in the 
other, that late victory over ‘‘self’’ was gained, we 
do not know. But to our eyes these great worldly 
conquerors go down defeated, because they had not 
conquered ‘‘self.’" On the other hand, Milton grandly 
says of Cromwell that he had won his victories before 
he emerged from his obscurity in Huntingden and set 
out on his desperate venture, because there in the 
lonely wrestlings of his soul, in the closet or by the 
wayside, he had gained the victory over ‘‘self.*’ 
Examined closely, the life of this hero proves to be 
above all things a victory over ‘‘self.’" The. victor 
of Marsten Moor, or Naseby, or Warcester,-is-essen- 


tially one who started on his career; with ‘self’’ ~ 
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‘Service ‘and ‘the Victorious Life 


By Robert F. Horton, D.D. 








' What is the real foe to the life of victory? How 
may the enemy be routed and driven from the 
field? Many a believing Christian, oppressed by 
failure, will find here in Dr. Horton’s message an 
answer to these questions, so profound in meaning 
to every soul, and so simple and crystal-clear in 
definition and application, that life need never 
move again on the old, low level. Two other 
‘articles are yet to come in this series on “* The 
Victorious Life’: — 


‘Evangelism in the Victorious Life 
‘Meeting Temptation in the Victorious Life 








subdued, to be the human instrument in the hand of 
God for establishing the liberty of his country and the 
freedom of religion.. The same thing may be said of 
Joan of ‘Arc, who is now at last canonized for that vic- 
tory over self. But indeed the same thing is to be 
said about every one who has in any degree subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, and promoted the 
kingdom of God ; the essence of the victory was the 
victory over ‘‘self."" The true soldier, the happy 
warrior, has not been, except by accident, a man of 
arms at all, but always a manof self-victory. _ I quote 
from Drinkwater’s ‘‘ Poems of Men and Hours." 


** The large report of fame I lack, 
And shining clasps and crimson scars, 
For I have held my bivouac 
Alone amid the untroubled stars. 


‘¢ My battle-field has known no dawn 
Beclouded by a thousand spears ; 
I’ve been no mounting tyrant’s pawn 
To buy his glory with my tears. 


** It neves seemed a noble thing 
Some little leagues of land to gain 
From broken men, nor yet to fling 
Abroad the thunderbolts of pain. 


** Yet I have felt the quickening breath 
As peril heavy peril kissed ; 
My weapon was a little faith, 
And fear was my antagonist. 


** Not a brief hour of connonade, 
But many hours of bitter strife, 
Till God of his great mercy laid 
Across my brow the leaves of life.’’ 


That inward warfare by which the will, the affec- 
tions, and even every thought and imagination, are 
brought into subjection to Christ our Lord, is waged 
in secret and in silence. When it is proceeding, in 
a child, or in a grown person, the marks of the con- 
flict will appear occasionally on the countenance. 
‘The mouth is set and the nerves are tense as passion 
is suppressed, as appetite restrained, as the desired 
delight is unfalteringly surrendered, in order that the 
humble service may be rendered. But that inward 
warfare is the true battle of life. -- Victorious there, we 
live the victorious life, ‘‘ whate’ er the outward seem”’ ; 
but defeated there, no victory worth gaining awaits us 
outside. This is the test and trial of ourfaith. This 
is the real, central issue of human life. Have you 
subdued ‘‘self’’ ?, Has that usurper been deposed, so 
that the rightful Lord of your life can occupy his throne ? 
Has the ‘‘very thou’’ disappeared, that the very 
Truth himself may fill you ? Till that is accomplished 
nothing is really gained. That Lord of our life can- 
not use you until he has got you. He cannot make 
you a blessing to others until ‘‘self*’ is gone. You 
must go your own way,—your own blundering, in- 
jurious way,—until that inner revolution is accom- 
plished and the King is on the throne. 


“If thou couldst empty all thyself of ‘self,’ 
Like to a shell dishabited, 
Then would he find thee on the ocean-shelf, 
And say, ‘This is not dead,’ 
And fill thee with himself instead ; 


** But thou art so replete with very ‘thou,’ 
And hast such shrewd activity, 
That when he comes, he says, ‘ This is enow 
Unto itself; better. to let it be; 
It is too small and full, there is no room for me,’ "’ 





Is that issue settled? Reader, pause, and go aside 
for a moment into the secret place of prayer, and 
there reach vour conclusion : ‘‘none of self, and all 
of thee."’ Do not cease the warfare, or be discour- 
aged by defeat, until that inward victory is, gained. 

Second. Let us look at the victory, when it is 


gained. ‘‘Self’’ is brought under, it no longer 
counts. All your liberated powers are now at the 
free disposal of Christ ; they move in absolute obedi- 


ence to his will, with an apparently automatic re- 
sponse to the touch of the unseen monitor, That is 
service, Christian service. Now you are heir to the 


’ King, and like the heir to the British throne, you 


adopt the motto /ch dien, I serve. 

The controlling Will ‘of humanity can order all 
things, and produce the desired harmony, Each 
human will has its place and its duty in the whole. 
To lose itself in that appointed place, and serve the 
rest, is the only hope of its peace or happiness. 
While the human wills are taking their own distracted 
way and working at cross-purposes, there is nothing 
but unrest, disorder, disease, for the body of human- 
ity. Only when each accepts its part, under the one 
wise and seeing control, does efficiency appear. We 
suppose that your inward victory is gained, and you 
are completely subjected to the Divine Control ; you 
act at his bidding, you undertake your appointed 
work. Filled with his Spirit, you undertake what he 
appoints ; placed where he places you, you radi:te 
influences upon all within your reach, and the influ- 
ences go far beyond your sight ; they affect the whole 
body of humanity. 

That is “your service, Possibly you have a big 
piece of public work to do; you area preacher, or 
an editor, or a senator. You do freely and ‘persist- 
ently what is thus before you, as His agent;——and 
behold it is service to the whole. Possibly your piece 
of work is not big, but almost, as it seems, casual 
and desultory. You fall in with people whom you 
influence, you talk to people by the way, you visit 
people in their homes ; but doing this under the con- 
trol in selfless obedience to the inward guide, you 
find that it becomes a service ; words of yours’ have 
power ; men and women are won to Christ. But 
possibly you are chained to a bed of pain, utterly un- 
able, as you would say, to ‘‘do’’ anything. What 
then? Wonderful to say, if ‘‘self’’ is gone, and the 
victory is really won, the service you are rendering 
may be as great as any. 


** They also serve who only stand and wait.”’ 


But more than this ; the service of those who suffer 
according to the will of God is on a lofty plane ; ‘it is 
indeed of a piece with the service of the Cross, The 
greatest service ever rendered to the world was that 
death upon the Cross, 

At first we take a too mechanical view of service. 
It is something done, or at least something spoken, to 
another. But when ‘‘seif’’ is dead, and we are ad- 
mitted into the organism of the larger life, —the body 
of Christ, —we find that what we think, and especially 
what we pray, and even what we are,-is service too. 
Influences go out from you into the whole body. 
Quickening currents come from the chamber of secret 
prayer and circle the world. Thus not infrequently a 
bedridden invalid by the grace of patience and the 
cheerful acceptance of his cross sends a positive con- 
tribution of spiritual life to the world which he could 
not have sent in health. 

I know of such an one just now, crippled with 
rheumatism, unable to earn for his family. But 
every one who enters his chamber of suffering is aware 
of a power at work through him. A missionary far 
away sends him long letters describing his work. And 
what does the invalid send to the missionary? In 
all probability the power that does the work. Ifa 
strict ledger were kept (as it probably is), a large part 
of what the missionary does would be set down to the 
account of that bedridden cripple. 

That is the glory of the spiritual realm ; service is 
rendered not by doing only, but also by being : not 
words alone produce effects, but thoughts and mental 
attitudes. The selfless person has an aura, which 
spreads farther than any one sees ; and all who come 
within the aura are helped and benefited. 


(Continued on page 650) 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred to on this 
page will be found elsewhere in this issue of the Times] 


Getting Started in Class 


S IT a duty to give one-tenth of one’s income to 
the Lord? And is that duty binding upon ev 

one? A minister who believed in and preach 
tithing (or the giving of one-tenth) received the follow- 
ing letter from a poor man in his congregation!: 

My wife and I were privileged in hearing your sermon 
last. Sunday night, and saw our duty in a new light, It is 
within the last five months that we have come into the ful- 
ness of God’s salvation, and are hungry for spiritual teach- 
ing. We have four children, eldest six, youngest not yet 
a year old. I commenced work nearly two months ago, 
and receive $8.25 per week if I work full time. 
our total income. Our rent is $2.50 per week ($10.00 a 
month) and we have, so far, been unable to get our gro- 
c ll below $4.00 a week (this includes bread, vege- 
tables, and: some meats); milk averages about 50 cents, 
and my carfare 45 cents, We use, of necessity, very little 
meat; about 25 cents a week will cover that item. That 
leaves 55 cents for church and Sunday-school, for fuel, 
clothes, and all other expenses, 

To tithe my pay will mean eighty-two and one-half cents 
per week, and we are ready to do it if it be our duty and 
we will not be harming our children or ourselves; but we 
ask you should we, under the circumstances, take eighty- 
two and one-half cents each week and return it to God? 


What answer would you have given this man, if 
you had been in the minister's place? 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


To quicken the interest of the class in the coming 
year’s lessons in the Life of Christ, give them a 
glimpse of the four hutdred year Reriee tween the 
point at which we leave Judah after ‘to-day and the 
point at ‘which we take up her history again two 
weeks hence, as given if, Professor Breed’s article on 
page 642 in this issue. ' ; 

hat had happened in Judah since Nehemiah had 
first come there from Persia? Professor Beecher's 
first two paragraphs state the facts, The time and 
circumstances of the uttering of Malachi’s prophecy 
are discussed in Mr. Ross’ first two paragraphs and 
President Sanders’ first five paragraphs. 

There are at least four facts or truths plainly 
brought out for us to-day. 

1, CurtstT Witt Come.—The special messengers, 
or prophets, had been preparing the way for God’s 
coming for centuries past ; and another such prophet 
was to come: then God himself. See what Mr. 
Ross’ last two paragraphs say as to this coming. 
And Christ is coming again. Are we ready for his 
coming? Do we ly want him to come? Mr. 
Pierson discusses the Second Coming, with some 
searching personal applications of duty, 

2, WHat Curist’s Cominc Mgans To His ENEMIES.— 
The Bible, Old Testament and New, leaves us in no 
doubt as to result of fighting God. There comes a 
time when accounts between God and his enemies 
are settled and closed up. The first Christmas Day 
marked the beginning of one such time for many 
(John-15 ; 22); the Second Coming of Christ is going 
te mark another such time. 

That severest processes were needed, to separate 
the pure from the dross in Judah, is shown by Dr. 
Beecher, on verses 1-3. Two forms of Judah's pecu- 
liar enmity are discussed in Mr. Ross’ 3d and 
4th paragrapbs. Common Oriental ways of wrong- 
doing in the matters denounced by Malachi are given 
in Dr. Mackie’s first paragraph. Five sins charged 
against Judah are given by Miss Lovett. 

Robbing God, or refusal to pay into his treasur 
what we owe him, was one of the chief sins of which 
Malachi spoke. The tragedy that followed a father’s 
refusal to give his son to God is told in Mr. Pierson’s 
4th paragraph. Malachi's statements of what God's 
coming would mean to his enemies are found in 
3:3 = Dr. Sanders’ rsth paragraph), 5; 4: 1-3. 

3. Wuat Curist’s Cominc Means To His Discipxes. 
—'lhere were wonderful days ahead for the faithful 
then, as there are now. The promised Coming was 
to be a blessing and comfort: Mr. Ross shows this in 
his 5th and last peteerepts. Note inclass the bless- 
ings that Malachi promised to the faithful, as given 
in 3 : 3-5, 10-12, 16-18; 4: 2,3. Howa liberal giver 
tested God’s promises and was blessed is described 
in Mr. Ridgway’s 2d paragraph. 

4. One Duty or DiscipLesnHir.—We know so much 





1 Reported by R. W. Woodsworth, D.D., of Toronto, Canada, in 
his quarterly publication, “ The Christian Steward,” of April, z910. 


That is . 
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LESSON 13. DEC. 24. MALACHI REBUKING AND ENCOURAGING JUDAH 
Malachi 3: 1 to 4: 3. Commit 3: 16,17. Or, Christmas Lesson, Matthew 2 : 1-12 
Golden Text: Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts.—Malachi 3: 7 


From the days of your fathers ye have turned aside from 
mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, 
and I will return unto you, saith Jehovah of hosts. But ye 
say, Wherein shall we return? 8& Willa man rob God? yet 
ye rob me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In 
tithes and ! offerings. 9 Ye are cursed with the curse ; mee 
rob me, even this whole nation. 10 B e the whole-tithe 
into the store-house, that there may be in my. house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I-.will. not 
= the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough fo receive it, 11 And i 


will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not de- 


stroy the fruits of your ground ; neither shalf your vine cast its 
fruit before the time in the field, saith Jehovah of hosts: 12 
And all nations shall call you happy ; for ye shall be a delight- 
some land, saith Jehovah of hosts. 

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith Jehovah. 
Vet ye say, What have we spoken inst thee? 14 Ye have 
said, It is vain to serve God ; and what profit is it that we have 
ae his charge, and that we have walked ? mournfully before 
Jehovah of hosts? 15 and now we call the proud happy ; J 
they that work wickedness are built up ; yea, they tempt God, 
and escape. 

16 Then they that feared Jehovah spake one with another ; 
and Jehovah hearkened, and heard, and a book of remem- 
jee we nee oe him, for — Bey mnie E mee 
and that thought upon his name. 17 e mine, 
saith Jehovah of hosts, ever mine own peumuaien, in the day 
that I ® make ; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his 
own son that serveth him. 18 Then shall ye return and dis- 
cern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth him not. 

1 Heb. heave-offerings. % Or, in mourning apparel *% Or, do this 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—Who is referred to as ‘‘my messenger ’’? 
What covenant is referred to? By whom was this messen- 
ger desired? (Beecher; Wells, 3.) 

Verse 3.—In what way was the ‘‘ messenger ”’ to be like 
a refiner’s fire and fullers’ soap? (Beecher; Sanders, 15.) 

Verse 4.—What time is meant by ‘“‘the days.of old ”’ 
and ‘‘ ancient years’’? (Beecher.) + ng 

Verse 5.—Does this imply that sorcery, adultery, etc., 
were common in Judah at thes time? (Beecher; Ross, 4.) 

Verse 6.—Who were meant by ‘‘sons of Jacob’? 
(Beecher.) 

Verse 9.—What curse was méant ? (Beecher. ) 

Verse 10.—What was the ‘‘ store-house’’? (Beecher.) 

Verse 11.—What ‘‘devourer ” is referred to? 
(Beecher. ) 








more than the best men of Malachi’s day knew 
as to what God requires of us that we are -very 
liable to overlook some of the things that those Old 
Testament saints did not miss. And one of these is 
tithing, a duty that Malachi laid such stress upon, 
and on which depend some very rich blessings. 

To withold the tenth, he said was to rob God—an 
ugly thought very plainly expressed. To pay it—in 
sincere discipleship, of course—meant God's lavishing 
of blessings into our life. 7ha¢# was what the minis- 
ter thought about when he considered the answer to 
that poor man’s letter that we discussed in opening. 
This minister had tested and enjoyed the blessings 
of tithing. What right had he to defraud the poor 
man of those same blessings? He advised:that man 
to give one-tenth of his weekly $8.25 to the Lord. 
Four months later he received the following letter: 


On your advice, we decided to do our duty, and enrolled 
in the Association of Christian Stewards. 

The winter is nearly past and we have been wonderfully 
cared fer, and at times we have been virtually clothed-and 
fed by God, apart from my. wages altogether. 1 had no 
overcoat when winter commenced, and thought I would 
try to get.on without one, but found it rather hard, so I 
took it to the Lord in prayer, and before two weeks I was 
in possession of three overcoats, given: in such a manter 
that even one overburdened with pride could- not take 
offense, and I was placed in a position to help some other 
poor fellow out. 

Then we prayed for warm underclothes for my wife, 
and almost immediately a relative sent some, with a note 
saying they were to be given as a present at Christmas, 
but thought they might come in useful at-once. Just 
before Christmas my salary was increased, the increase 
about equaling the amount of our tithe. About Christmas 
time we received in money gifts more than our tithes for 
three months. 

I could go on for some timé; . . . but it is ‘sufficient to 
say that'in temporal things we have béen repaid threefold, 
and in spiritual blessing a hundredfold, for our obedience 
to God’s money law. 


Further discussion of tithing will be found in 
Notes on Open Letters in this issue. Have. you let 
God open the windows of heaven and pour you out 
the blessing that he wants to send ? 
withheld tenth block the way ? 







Or. does the .. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—After 433 B. C., but not many years after. 
The events in Nehemiah 1 to'11 : 2 all occurred 
in the first year of the administration of Nehe- 

miah. At the.end of the seventh month of that year 
the Jews had refortified Jerusalem, had aunneaniaity 
passed a panectening, Snanein crisis, had earned the 
respect of the neighboring peosies, and had experi- 
enced a religious revival which worked itself out ex- 
ternally in three effects—in abstinence from mar- 
riages with foreigners, in obedience to Jehovah's laws, 
in oe abundant s rt for the temple. 
ehemiah remained in Judah eleven years longer 

(5 : 14; 13 : 6), and of course saw to it that the re- 
forms were carried out. Then he returned to Arta- 
xerxes. In his absence the old abuses came in again. 
The temple ministers scattered for lack of support, 
the sabbath and other institutions of Jehovah were 
profaned, the mixing with foreigners was resumed 
(Neh. 13 and 12: 27f7.). We have no information as 
to how leng this 1 But it became evident that 
Nehemiah was needed. He returned to Judah, and 
doubtless devoted the rest of his life to caring for the 
work that he and Ezra had begun. > 

The book of Malachi unmistakably implies the 
situation. that existed in Judah just after the return 
of Nehemiah thither. It rebukes the people for not 
supporting the temple services, and the temple min- 
isters for not being faithful in spite of their scant 
support, and Judah for foreign marriages and other 
violations of Jehovah's laws. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verses 1-3.—Behold, I send my messenger: ‘* Mes- 
senger” and ‘‘angel” are the same word. This sen- 
tence repeats compositely the phraseol of Jeho- 
vah’s promise to Israel in the wi ducneas (ik. 23 : 20, 
23; 32 : 34; 33 : 2). It is cited in the Gospels (Matt. 11 : 
10; Mark.1 : 2; Luke 7: 27, 1: 76), with reversion to 
the form found in Exodus.— 7he 
seven other places, this noun is used in the singular 
with the article, uniformly denoting ,Jehovah.— 7/2 
messenger of the covenant: The promised Angel; 
read the contexts in Exodus. What Malachi says is 
that there will be a renewed manifestation of Jeho- 
vah and his Angel, as when Israel was led into the 
promised land.— Whom ye seek... , whom ye desire: 
They regarded themselves as longing for this mani- 
festation.of Jehovah.— Who can abide, etc.: Malachi 
reminds them that the Angel was to be a dreadful 
judge as well as an invincible leader (Ex. 23: 21; 
32 : 34, etc.).—A refiner’s fire... fullers’ soap: Je 
hovah will resort to the severest processes in order 
to separate the pure metal among his people from 
the dross, the fine linen from its foulness. 

Verse 4.—The offering of Judah: In particular, 
the offerings at the temple.—As in ancient years: 
The-years when Solomon had just built the temple. 

Verses 5-6.—/ wi// come: In the character of the 
judging Angel.— Sorcerers: Idolatry and sorcery 
were the twin sins of pre-exilian Israel ; they had 
laid aside the idolatry, but not the sorcery.—Adu/- 
terers : In particular, those who sinned in the matter 
of foreign women (Neh. ro : 28-3@;’ Mal. 2 : 11-16).— 
False swearers: In particular, compare Nehemiah 
Io : 29 and context.— Lhose that oppress, etc.: Read 
Nehemiah 5.—O sons of Jacob: Possibly, not necessa- 
rily, the implication is that they are sons of Jacob the 
unregenerate, rather than of Israel God’s captain. 

Verses 7-8:—Mine ordinances: Those referred to 
throughout the book—those touching personal mor- 
ality, social injustice, religious observances, separate- 
ness in marriage, etc.— Ye say, Wherein shall we re- 
turn ? This question is typical in Malachi. The great 
sin charged is that the people answer back, instead 
of accepting Jehovah's invitation to do better (for ex- 
ample, 1 : 2, 6, 7; 2: 14,17; 37 8, 13). 

erses 9-11,—Zhe curses The curse which had 
been. threatened, so that they knew about it (Mal. 2: 
2; Deut. 28: 15 ff.; Lev..26: 14 ff., etc.).— Zhe siore- 
house: The werd-is used collectively to denote the 
places where the dues for the temple and its minis- 
ters were placed‘in storage (Neh. 10 : 35-39; 12 : 44 ff. ; 
13: 5, 12).— Zhe devourer: Some agricultural pest, 


_locusts perhaps. 


Verse 17.—Mine... even mine own possession: 
**Mine... when I make up my jewels” (Old Ver.). 
‘*Mine... inthe day that I do make, even a peculiar 
treasure’ (Rev. Ver.). The true translation is sim- 
pler, ‘‘ They shall be mine... myown.” Try this 
on in the eight places where the word occurs (Ex. 19: 
5; Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18; x Chron. 29:3; Psa. 
195 : 4; Eccl. 2: 8). Note again the reference to the 


covenant in the wilderness. 
Auburn, N. Y. 
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LESSON FOR DEC; 24 (Mal. 3:1 to 4: 3) 


‘The Coming of the Saviour-Judge 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross)’ °° > 


OD prepared for the coming of his Son by 
G prophecies; few are more important than these 
messages of Malachi. They are among the 
last, if not the very last, of the utterances of proph- 
ecy before that long stretch of four ‘men s of 
silence ‘* between the Old Testament and the New,” 
which silence was broken by John the And 
they tell us something about the coming of God's 
Son, which, the other ies of his coming being 
what they were, it was so necessary to emphasize. 
Malachi lived in Jerusalem, the scholars. agree, in 
the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. Verses 5, 6, and 
7 of chapter 2 have been regarded as a description of 
Ezra ; and the repeated references to the covenant 


many 


come, ; ; 


_** For: jud 
world.” Rnd 


point to a time’ when the covenant made after the 


promulgation of the Law (Neh. 9, 10) by Ezra was 
still a recent and eeasrytgg wemecy. If this is right 
the book in part reflects the disappointment of the 
prophet because of the moral relapse of the 

after their splendid ‘‘ new beginning” in their prom- 
ise to make the Law the corner-stone of the national 
life. In many, that high resolve was short-lived. 
Perhaps Nehemiah’s absence in Babylon at the end 
of his turlough (he came back later), and possibly the 
death of Ezra, accounted for the relaxing of the hold 
that the new ideas had upon the "38 Be that as 
it may, the results were deplorable. 

The temple service. was neglected or performed 
with a weary, perfunctory, slovenly meanness which 
amounted to insolent sacrilege. It is possible that 
the concentration of the people’s minds upon the Law 
' (that is, the nation’s religious history) had this for an 
unhappy by-product. Education at its earlier stages 
does bring forth in unstable minds disastrous re- 
sults. A type of priestly mind (not without its rep- 
resentative to-day) may have seized upon the 
novelty of the synagogal worship instituted by Ezra 
as an excuse fer negligence of. its proper duties,— 
and this with an affectation of intellectual superior- 
ity. ‘* What-.is the use of all this ceremonial? We 
are educated now, and know better.” Underneath 
all this, Malachi saw meanness and falsehood. ‘This 
neglect of the temple ritual was no honor to the Law, 
as though between Law and temple there were oppo 
sition! Nay, it was offense against the Law, which 
included the Divine ordaining of the temple service; 
it was a *‘ corrupting of the covenant of Levi.” 


In the realm of the moral life, too, there had been 


pitiful relapse;. Judah had again ‘married the 
daughter of a strange God.” That is the phrase 


, with regard tothe morrow, ‘‘ The 


which with terrible brevity describes. a sin to which 


Israel had ever been prone,—the sin of forming alli- 
ances with heathen women; asin in which sensual- 
ity, treachery to national ideals, and infidelity to 
Ged biended in a horrible amalgam of evil. Fer the 
native cults of Canaan, we have to remember again 
and again, were unspeakably licentious. We re- 
member Ezra’s tempest of shame and wrath ‘over 
this; just as we have read of a missionary’s passion 
of grief as he has heard the village drum beat for the 
heathen dance and knows that some of his lads have 
relapsed. It would‘appear then that this sin had ap- 
ared again even after the holy covenant; nay, that 
in one case, a Jewish wife had been divorced to make 
way for the Gentile native woman. Malachi bears 
no grudge against Gentiles, as such; he is the first 
prophet who in so many words r izes the valid- 
ity of nen-Jewish religion; but this treachery-to God, 
repeated again and again with pitiful intervals 
(2: 13)0f maudlin remorse, makes him angry, con- 
temptuous, and sick at heart. He is not alone in his 
sadness of spirit: Indeed, there are some in the city 
in whem disappointment with the state of public re- 
ligion and’ morals has degenerated into unfaith, a 
feeting that God ‘has forgotten and is indifferent. 

It’ is just here our lesson, at chapter 3, opens. 
‘*He does cate!” cries Malachi, ‘‘and one day he 
wilt come im person, suddenly, and. sit in judgment, 
and separate the evil from the .” Observe, 
then, this prophecy of ju ent is no threat: it is 
promise; it is comfort. hile things are as they 
are, the officers of religion careless, and the people 
making themselves vile, there can be no *‘ pleasant 
offering,” The judgment is to be on ethical grounds 

+5); and will sweep away all that would keep 
Faaat from being a fair garden of the Lord. And 
the judgment will leave its lasting impression on the 
people; for they, too, will learn to judge between 
evil and good (3 : 18).. Honest fear of God has noth- 
ing to dread from such a judgment; its burning heat 
is to honest souls only a healing sunshine breathing 
life and vigor into every limb; and those who fear 
God will be drawn closely to one another in a new 
fellowship and a new sense of being possessed and 
cared for by the Lord himself. 

Who is to be the agent of this judgment, so terri- 
- to the wicked, so comforting to those who fear 

e Lord? Tue Lorp HIMSELF. ‘The Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple.” “Mala- 
chi knew the country needed a voice of thunder. 
‘When the Tirshatha himself came back from his fur- 
lough he was drastic and harsh enough (see Neh. 
13); but. Malachi knew that nothing short of the 
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thunders of Elijah would wake this people. 
would even thee do? Nay, the Lorp himself 
liar importance 


Here then is the e of Malachi's 
fe pee dete Christ ; it emphasizes his coming as 

of Lokp himself, and emphasizes his coming 
as Judge. And these yn prey we can only at our 
pert forget. Though was to ancient Israel the 
nvisible One, the prophets kept declaring that one 
day he’ would come forth, driven by the world’s need 
of him into visibility. In ‘Christ, God has visibly 


And 
must 


come into the world. And inevitably judgment, the | 


division of the evil from the good, results from his 
coming, It is a long and is going on now.. 
ent,” said Jesus, ‘‘I1 am come into this 
we must not think of that truth with a 
shudder, but with a sense of comfort. It were terri- 
ble if evil were never judged and made to hide its 
head.‘ Unless Christ judges the evil in the world 
and in us, he cannot be our Saviour. And he judges 
just that he may save; he has come into our world 
severely stern with sin, just that we, cleansed. from 
sin, may make of ourselves a ‘* pleasant offering unto 
the Lord,” and that the country and the world we 
live in: may be a delightsome land. 
Montreal, Can, 


‘Oriental Lesson-Lights 
_ By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D, 


Misaionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


ND fear not me (v.5). The hireling was op- 
pressed by not giving him the wages agreed 
upon, or by pockponies the payment that meant 

the daily bread of himself and family. These simple 
poeple. often tooignorant or indolent for skilled labor, 
ive from hand to mouth and sleep efully, saying, 
rd will provide.” 
The man who fears God understands this, and is on 
his guardin dealing withthem. The widow, and the 
fatherless ; When aman has to administer the estate 
of a deceased brother, he may be tempted by the in- 
experience of the widow and the ignorance of the 
children to use the money for his own,benefit, or make 


it appear that it was invested and lost. But there is 


one who cannot be thus cheated, and the Oriental 
understands what follows when he is cheated in turn 
by others, or family: cares maleny, a beloved son 
dies or stuinbles on the way of life: . That turn. aside 
the Sojourner from goths wy The sojourner in a 
locality might an Israelite or Gentile, but being 
only an individual with his family he had no rela- 
tives to. support him and retaliate when he was op- 
pressed. is harvest-field might' be grazed upon 
with impunity, or doubly taxed without redress, his 
vineyard robbed, his camel or mule taken for tempo- 
rary government service, or he might be intimidated 
and compelled to sell his house and land to a resident 
who wished to buy them. 

A book of remembrance was written before him 
(v. 16). It is generally believed among Jews that 
every night in sleep the soul of the Israelite leaves 
his body, and stands before the recording angel in 
heaven and gives an account of the deeds and 
evil done that day, then returns to the body. 


The Coming of the Lord 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


HAT would be your feeling if you Anew that 
the Lord was surely to return in person on 
this Christmas Day? Inthe Book of Malachi 

he promised to come suddenly, four hundred years 
before he came,—and he fulfilled his ise. He 
is surely coming again (Acts 1 : 11). we really 
want him tocome? Cur honest answer shows where 
we stand, for his coming will mean blessing and 
prosperity to the righteous. and discipline and de- 
struction to the wicked (Mal. 3 : 2, 3; 4: 1, 2). 

Jehovah here makes two clef accusations against 
those who professed to belong to him and to desire 
his coming, but who had reason to fear his return. 
1. They robbed God by withholding their offerings. 
How many does that hit to-day ?—parents who with- 
hold. their children, churches that keep back their 
gifts to missions, Christians who spend their time 
and money on themselves and not in God’s service. 
2. They spoke against God in claiming that it was 
not.worth while to worship and to serve God. Are 
there such Christians ay? Is it worth while to 
f° te church and prayer-meeting and Sunday-school ? 

s it. worth while to send missionaries or to go with 
the gospel to the dark places of the earth? 

Our Lord has left us his great farewell commission 
to pray, to give, to go, to send, in order that the gos- 
pel ‘may be preached to every creature. When he 
comés—if it should be to-night—will he find us faith- 
ful and ready? Few realize the danger of disobe- 
diente or the joy and blessing of fidelity, 


645) 


Not lon Mr. Louis Hieb was speaking: to: an 
audience Tas see England town on the duty and 


. privilege of dedicating their sons to Christian work. 


and the danger of refusal. Afterwards a friend 
asked him if he had noticed any turn pale as he said 
that if nts were more willing to give their chil- 
dren to , there would be need of fewer prayers to 
rescue wayward sons, This friend told Mr. Hieb 
that theson of one of their prominent church-members 
had volunteered as a missionary when in college, but 
the father had refused permission, and had n his 
son from college and had put him into business, 


. Only ten days before the newspapers had announced 


the son’s arrest and disgrace. 

What does the coming of the Lord mean. to us? 
Are we: ready and helping to make the world ready 
to receive him ? 


Brooxktyn, N. Y. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Difference.— Return unto me, and, 1 will re- 
turn unto you, saith Jehovah (vy. 7). What could be 
fairer thanthat? This is the closing message of the 
Old Testament. Any man will admit is just. 
Now listen !—in the New Testament, where we study 
next year, there is no bargain. Heaven ‘‘returns” 
whether you do or not. ‘‘There were ninety and 
nine-that safely lay” (Luke 15). The Old Testament 
is the gospel of the ‘‘square thing.” But the New 
Testament is the gospel of the circular thing—the 
line of God’s mercy has neither beginning nor end, 
and you are right in the middle of it. ‘‘ Johnnie, be- 
have thyself ; if he isn’t a good boy the Christmas 
man-won't love him.” Never say that, because it 
isn't so. Dear me, haven't I seen you spank the little 
rascal and put him to bed, and then after he has cried 
himself to sleep, slip into the room and hover over 
the boy you love the best, just like his angel! I tell 
you this is a wonderful Saviour of ours. How can 
you help loving him ! 

To Him that Hath.—Prove me now (v. 10). God 
likes to be tested by his childten. So do your folks. 
The whole secret of right giving is love. Any fellow 
who is. half a man will spend his last cent on ‘‘ the 
sweetest little girl in the world.” The more we give, 
the more we have to give. Just like sweet peas, God 
has so lovingly ordered things, that. a gi giver is , 
always a good — Joy comes not in giving 
goeee. but in giving self. Mr. A, D. Harlan was for 
orty years my predecessor as superintendent. When 
we built the church he gave over half his salary. 
And immediately lost his life. position of United: 
States Marshal. Congress by special act abolished 
the office. He was an old man-and never got another 
position. He told me shortly before his death, as I 
visited him in his modest little home in New Jersey, 
that his days were full of sweet peace and joy ; and 
life was a summer song, You see he had given him- 
self to God. God, as he always does, was taking 
care of him and having him play in the sunshine 
(Psa. 37 : 25; 112: 1, 7, 8; 2 Cor: 7: 4). 

First Endeavor Society ?— They that feared Jehovak 
spake one with another (v.-16). When I ortke to. my 
Christian friends I often put Malachi 3 : 16 up where 
the date should go. Birds of a feather should talk 
together. These church people of that olden day 
spake often ‘‘one with another,” and not one about 
another. I have heard of some “ Christians" who 
don’t speak one to another because they are ‘at 
outs.” Men who love the same God love each other. 
**Catholics and Protestants.” ‘‘ Muhammadans and 
omens No, George, they don’t love God. Have lost 

old of him if they have hate. God-is love. These 
Jews had just found the book, and they had thus 
found God, and wantedtotalk about it; When I want. 
to hear horse-talk I know where to drop in. The 
same with music, art, politics, automobiles, and: re- 
ligion. Old Jerusalem now had its brotherhoods, 
ladies’ aids, young people's societies, and was ‘‘ going 
some” just then, To-day,coll boys are getting 
together all over the world. Eight hundred students 
in lar Bible study in Pennsylvania University. 
Infidelity passed forever in. Jerusalem—and in Col 
legetown (Acts 17 : 11). 

Diamonds.— 7ihey shall be mine (v.17). ‘'O Lord, 
may they all be thine when thou makest up thy jew- 
els,” is my prayer as I sit upon the platform of the 
Rock Run Mission Sunday-school leoking over the 
little folks who sit around me. There are always 
great tears in my heart. I went to New York the 
other day in the ‘‘club smoker.” I don’t smoke, but 
I like to rub up against men who do. Every man in 
that crowded car but another man and myself had 
on a diamond ring. I wore a Christmas pin which, 
if you get very close, displays a diamond... These are 
the high-water mark of personal decoration. God 
could use no bigger word to describe your precious- 
ness as he closes his Old Testament Scriptures. We 
close our year’s study a jewel inthe hand of him who 
loves us. From the world’s clay pit. Cut tenderly, 
carefully, lovingly.. Our value is in our form and 
purity (Isa. 1: 25, marg. x John 3: 3). 

CoaTEsviLix, Pa. 








Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


‘These studies apply the Underwood Travel 
System to the lessons. If, at the of 
the lesson the teacher will use the map the 
description, or better still, the map and the 
s (a beautiful phot ic view for 

in the stereoscope), it will help as no other 

hod can to get clearly in the pupils’ minds 
the reality of the place the events of the 
Bible story occurred ; it will give a new sense 
of reality to the events themselves, ‘Ihe use of 
these h may tably be begun af amy time 
during the year. Four stereographs for Decem- 
ber cost 67 cents. ‘Those who have been a 
them in the spring and summer months 
only three more for December (only two if they 

- have the 1910 stereographs on hand).: Less than 
four in one order cost 20 cents each. Stereo- 
coenes 85 cents each. Orders may be sent 
to ‘Ihe Sunday School ‘Times Co., 1031 Walnut 

Street, Philadelphia. . 


ALACHI’S words (335 to4: 3) come 
‘home to a twentieth-century man or 
woman as if they had been written 

this week, Let us think them over while we 
have once more before our eyes one of the 
scenes which we first visited when studying 
Isaiah’s prophecy, July 9. 

We will stand again oa the high bluff at 
the eastern side of Jerusalem, where our ma 
marks the number 26. ‘lhe city wall, a hig’ 
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UNDERWOOD & 
PAT'D 1M GREAT BRITAYY 


mass of bare, gray stone-masonry, rises be- 
hind us, At our feet, only two or three rods 
aliead, the bluff comes suddenly to an end, 
and over its edge we look down on the 
feathery treetops of an olive orchard in the 
Kidron valley almost a hundred feet below. 
A very high fence of plastered stone borders 
that orchard ; beyond it you see another, 
smaller enclosure, where there are not only 
olive-trees, but low shrubs, and tall slender 
cypress-trees with close-crowded, dark green 
foliage. Beyond that walled garden the long 
slope of Olivet rises before our eyes, higher 
a higher. Three roads, starting from a 
point near the farther edge of the garden, lon 
take different directions in climbing tow 
the lofty curve of the hilltop ; along the ridge 
of the summit more trees hold up soft, round- 
ing masses of olive foliage toward the vast, 
open sky. 

That walled en with the olive and 
cypress-trees is Gethsemane. The left hand 
road is an ancient thoroughfare coming over 


from the Jordan valley and old Jericho. 
Those roads farther to the right come from 
Bethany. 


** The Lord shall... come to his temple, ... 
behold, he shall come,’’ so declared the 
hopeful soul of Malachi. Yes, he did conie, 
long after Malachi’s day. By one of those 
roads from Bethany Jesus many and many 
a time walked over that n slope of 
Olivet to deliver the Word to listeners in the 
temple grounds a few rods away at our t. 

a will be a... witness "atin 8 
swearers .,, and against those that oppress’’— 
so God promised through the lips of the an- 
cient Hebrew. Evensoitis. Our twentieth 
century is even now eagerly trying to work 
out the lessons Jesus taught—trylng to clean 
up the cowardly, lying practises of trade and 
of society. Our twentieth century is waking 
with amazement and shame to a realization 
of how deeply it has ‘*‘ oppressed the hireling 
in his wages’ and coldly wronged those who 
are literally or practically ‘* fatherless ’’— 
the neglected children of our towns and cities. 
Our twentieth century is at last getting hold 
of the idea behind the story our Master once 
told of a traveler and a priest and a Samaritan 
on that Jericho road before us, We are 
growing more and miore alive to Christ's ex- 
planation of what God means when he puts 
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e - otek people together and makes them 

‘* But who may abide the day of his com- 
ing? Whoshall stand when he appeareth ?”’ 
So cried Malachi in the old times, And we 
have need enough to repeat the cry, when we 
look down into that garden of Gethsemane, 
and remember how our weak and desultory 
efforts measure u ainst the sublimity of 
Christ’s life and death. But we remember 
also that Jesus in that same Garden looked 
through Peter’s blundering weakness to the 
possible Peter. We remember how Jesus 
was ready to forgive and to make over and to 
use in God’sservice even so faultyasoul as 
that Galilean disciple. Sothere is room for 
courage. Malachi saw that too. ‘I will 
spare them, as aman spareth his own son that 
seryeth him. Unto you shall the sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in its 
wigs.” x 

‘ For right is right, as God is God, 
And right the day must win, 
To doubt would be disloyalty, 
‘Vo falter would be sin."’ 


Pe 


' (Stereograph : ‘* The Garden of Gethsemane 


and Mount of Olives from the eastern wall.’’ ) 
* 


Lesson Home-Readings 
Geert under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
.ditori.i Association, and approved by the American 
Section of the International Lesson Committee.) 
M.—Mal. 3:1 to 4:3. . Malachi Rebuking 
and Encouraging Judah. 
T.—Mal. 1: 1-14. . The Lord's Love—Israel’s 
Ingratitude. 
W.—Mal. 2: 1-17. . Wearying the Lord with 
Word 


s. 

T.—Neh. 13 : 1-31, . The Cleansing of Israel. 

ali 43 : 14-28. . Israel Weary of the 
ord. 


S.—Matt. 7 : 13-07. . ‘ By their Fruits Ye 
Shall Know Them.” 
S.—James 1: 12-27. . ‘‘Be Ye Doers of the 
Word, not Hearers only." 
% 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
** God calling yet ! shall I not hear."’ 
“* Take my life, and let it be."’ 
** © Jesus, thou art standing."’ 
.“* It came upon the midnight clear.”’ 
** Jay to the world ! the Lord is come.’ 
**O little town of Bethlehem."’ 
** Thou, didst leave thy throne. and thy kingly 
crown.”’ , 
** Saviour, “tis a full surrender."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) . 
Psalm 103 : 1-8 (212 : 1-4). 
Psalm 96 : 5-7 (194 : 1-3). 
M 73 : 10-19 (150 : 1-4, G 10). 
Psalm 106 : 1-6 (216 : 1-4). 
Psalm 85 : 5-9 (172 :,1-5). 
Christmas Lesson 
Psalm 40 : 1-10 (84 : 3-5). 
Psalm 72 : 1-7 (nae : 3-6). 
Psalm 98 : 1-6 (197 : 1-4). 
Psalm 2 : 5-9 -(4 : 1-4). 
Psalm 89 : 12-16 (179 : 1-5). 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast ever sought us in loving compassion 
when we have turned away from thee. We 
have rendered short measure unto thee, and 
thou hast still dealt with us patiently. How 
we have hindered the free outpouring of thy 
love by closing our hearts to thy best gifts! 
And we have been so blind and stubborn about 
it, counting ourselves as having attained unto 
fellowship with thee when we were yet aliens 
in thought and deed! Father, forgive our per- 
versity and pride. Do not lift for a moment 
the constraints of thy will from our lives. Hold 
us, we pray thee, in thy keeping, and may we 
turn to thee with no ces over the shoulder 
into the dead past of disobedience. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If your mother asks 
you to go to the store on an errand for her, 
and you go a/most to the store, and a/most 

t what she wanted you to get,—have you 

one the errand? There’s only one answer 
to that question! If you know that God 


wants you to be clean in your talk, and | 


Square with every one in all your dealings, 
and you are usually clean, and generally, but 
not always, square,—have you obeyed God ? 
No, and you wouldn’t expect God to think 
you had, unless you were deceiving yourself 

ly. How much of the tenth part or 
tithe of their grain did God tell the people to 
bring into the storehouse ? Why, the whole 
of that tenth, of course. They evidently 
hadn't been doing that. Short measure in 
dealing with God! He wanted to bless 


he hoa they bingy emer Ea 

wi ldn’t obey} 

Way obedience is a poor thing at the best. 
Heart-whole obedience swings wide open 
the windows of heaven! — 
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Ph “ tried it? De ssi Gad te 
it to his ises, us ‘* True 
hearted, whole hearted.” me 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Iustration Round-Table 


A “ésot of tts Gopertmont. One det con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 

Dlniaing she anonptance of mansetiah, aad. the 

ce of mai an 
poe calendar, will be sent for a two- 

cent stamp. , 

The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come 7+ ty — — pon gd 
p+ ad to rest illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 

“The Light That Transforms.— Z7here is 
born to you this day... a Saviour (Golden 
Text). An artist once drew a picture of a 
wintry twilight, —the trees heavily laden with 
snow, and a dreary, dark house, lonely and 
desolate, in the midst of the storm. It was 
a sad picture indeed. Then, with a quick 
stroke of yellow crayon, he put a light in one 
window. The effect was magical. The 
entire scene was transformed into a vision of 
comfort and good cheer. Now the birth of 
Christ was just such a light in a dark world! 
—W. R. Clark, Huddersfield, Eng. From 
the English Sunday School Times. 


When His Record Failed.— 7here is born 
to you... @ Saviour, who is Christ the Lord 
(Golden Text). A great minister, who was 
noted for his Christ-like spirit, as well as fer 
his consecrated ability, dreamed that he had 
died and stood at the gate of heaven knock- 
ing for admission. He gave his name, only 
to be told that his name did not appear upon 
the books. At last, after earnest entreaty, 
he was bidden to enter and-was told he 
would have the privilege of appearing before 
the Judge of all the earth, and if he could 
stand his test he might abide in heaven for- 
ever. Standing before his throne, he gave 
his name, and the following questions were 

ut to him: ‘*Have you led a righteous 
Ife?’’ And he said, ‘‘No.’’ ‘Have you 
always been kind and gentle?’’ Again he 
replied in the negative. ‘* Have you always 
been forgiving to those who have been around 
ou?’’ ‘Alas, no, I have miserably failed 
ere.’’ ‘* Have you always been honest and 
just?’’ And he answered, ‘‘I fear not.’’ 
As question after question was put to him by 
the Judge, his case seemed more and more 
hopeless. The last question was asked him, 
and to that, too, he was obliged to give the 
same negative reply. Just when he seemed 
to be in despair, the brightness about the 
throne became brighter, and suddenly he 
heard a beautiful voice, the most beautiful to 
which his ears had ever listened. It was 
sweeter than a mother’s voice; it was more 
beautiful than all the music of heaven; it 
filled all the arches of the skies and thrilled 
the soul of this man as he stood before the 
Judge trembling, and was about to fall. The 
speakerjaid : **‘ My Father, I know this man. 
It is true that he was weak in many ways, 
but he stood for me in the world, and I take 
his place before thee,’’ Just as the last 
words of the sentence were spcken, the 
dream was over, and the man awoke; but 
he had his lesson, and it is a lesson for us 
all. We have in ourselves no standing be- 
fore God. It must be in Christ.—/uniata 
Rohrback, Washington, D. C. ‘om J. 
Wilbur Chapman, in The Expositor. 

The Skeptic’s Rebuke.— Will « man 
rob God? (v 8.) Two men, a Christian and 
a skeptic, were discussing the evidences of 

the Christian religion. e skeptic frankly 
and bluntly said: ‘‘ We might as well drop 
this matter, for I don’t believe a word you 
say; and, more than that, you yourself don’t 
really believe it. For to my certain knowledge 
you have not given; the last twenty years, so 
much for the spread of Christianity, such as 
the building of churches, or for foreign and 
home missions, as your last Durham cow 
cost,"’ Charles L. Mason, Denver, Colo. 
From The Christian Endeavor World. 
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‘The Dying Thief’s Argument.— Wi// a 
ecg d@? (v.8.) A minister was convers- 
| ing. with @ man who professed conversion. 

ive you united with achurch?’’ he asked 
him. - ‘**No; the dying thief never waited 
with the church he went to hea , 
was the answer. ‘Have you ever sat at the 
Lord’s table of the Sacrament?’’. “No; 
the dying thief never did and hewas ac- 
te rpg ** Have yor Fen to missions?’ 
**No; the d thief not, and he was 
j ** Well, my friend, the 


SCL mM 
burg, N. Y. The prise for this week is 
awarded to this jell ated 


Is the Christmas Story in Your Face? 
ps = when they saw the star, they geod 

7 Rey great. joy (v. 10), ‘poor 
little street girl was talks one Christmas 
and carried to the hospital, While there she 
heard the story of Jesus coming into the 
world to save us. One day she ailadeed to 
the nurse, ‘‘I am having real good times 
here—ever such good times! S’pose I'll 
have to go 'way from here as soon as I 
get well; but I’ll take the good time along 
—some of it, anyhow. Did you know about 
Jesus bein’ born?’’ ‘* Yes,’’ lied the 
nurse, ‘‘I know. Sh-sh-sh! Don’t talk 
any more.’’ ‘* You did? I thought. you 
looked as if didn’t, and I was going to 
tell you.” ‘* Why, how did I look?” asked 
the nurse, ry ag her own order in her- 

“e 





curiosity. just like most o’ folks— 
kind o’ glum. I shouldn’t think you'd ever 
look glum, if you knew about Jesus. bein’ 
| born.”” — The Rev. W. T. Dorward, Mil- 
| waukee, Wis. From Faith and Works. 


In What Do We Give ?— Ye have 
said, ... what profit ts it that we have kept 
his charge? (v. 4.) There is a story of a 
stingy Scotch laird, who tossed a’ crown, 
thinking it a penny, into the plate'at the 
church door, Seeing its white and precious 
face he asked to have it back. The. door- 
keeper, Jeems, refused. ‘‘ Aweel, awéel,’’ 
he grunted, ‘* I'll get credit for it in heaven.’’ 
‘*Na, na,’’ said Jeems, “ ye’ll ‘get credit for 
the penny.’’—Sadie M. Harley, Rome, Ga, 
From the Congregationalist, (°° 
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| Department Helps 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING, — Jesus came asGod’s 

messenge? of good tidings to all people. 

The spirit of anticipation of Christ- 

mas will be very strong among your children ; 

the Bible Christmas story should be part of 

the heritage of every child at this season. 

The lesson period might be divided into two 

parts, with the Christmas offering as a rest 

exercise between. Decorate your room as 
for Christmas, 

Part I.—Show pictures of God’s messen- 
gers—the prophets and teachers about whom 
we have recently studied—Daniel, Ezekiel, 
Ezra, and Nehemiah, recalling what each 
messenger tried to do to help the people to 
remember God’s laws and to do right. They 
forgot so soon, and neglected God’s Word, 
God’s Day, and God’s emple for. worship, 
and they did many wrong things. 

Once again, many years, God sent 
another messenger named Malachi. We 
can find his message in the last book of the 
Old Testament. (Show it). Much of the 
message is about giving. 

Surely all of you have been thinking a 
good deal the past week about giving and 

etting, for — What day is to-morrow ? 

Ow many expect some presents? What 
do you want? Jot down a few things men- 
tioned, then question about them, something 
as follows : 

Suppose Mary finds a doll among her 
presents ; but when she opens the box the 
face is broken and one foot is gone, and the 
doll-clothes are dirty; suppose Harold’s 
mail-wagon has one wheel missing and no 
seat; what if Fanny’s rocking-chair was all 
scratched, and one rocker came off? 
Wouldn’t Margaret be disappointed if her 
set of dishes should be cracked or broken ? 
How could Walter use his skates if the 
straps were rotten? Suppose Edward's 
knife was so dull that it wouldn’t cut a 











| thing ? How sorry Herbert would feel if 
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LESSON. FOR DEC. 24 (Mal. 3:1 to4: 


his fruit and nuts were wormy. Suppose 
Ethel tried on her red coat, and found it 
moth-eaten, etc. But you don’t expect 


such presents, because yee lends choose 
good things to give. ould you pick out 
spoiled presents to give to your family, and 
friends? Flowers give their sweetest per- 
fume ; birds give their best songs always. 
God wanted gifts of good oil for the lights 
in his house; good bread and meat for those 
who were his ministers and helpers; but 
the people grew careless about their giving, 
and sometimes forgot all about it. 

Malachi said, This is God’s message to 
you: ‘*I have loved you; I have been like 
a father to you; I have given you many 
blessings; but when you have brought gifts 
to my house you have brought spoiled things. 
Instead of good healthy sheep and lambs 
you have brought the sick and lame and 
blind; you have placed spoiled bread on 
my table; you do not bring your: offerings 
of money. to take care of my house; you 
bring your poorest gifts to me. Would your 
governor enjoy them? You have robbed 
me. -Bring again good gifts to my house, 
and I will bless you. Remember the laws 
of Moses. Return unto me, and-I will re- 
turn unto you, saith Jehovah of Hosts. I 
am ready.to hear you when you call,”’ 

Some listened and obeyed; but many of 
the people who heard Malachi’s message 
didn’t mind it at all. If they had only said, 
‘<I will hear (and do) what God the Lord 
will speak,’’ they might have escaped many 
troubles. 

Rest Exercise.—The children’s Christmas 
offering might be received at this time, 
allowing them to march to deposit their 
gifts of money or other things, having ex- 
plained what they are for; then sing, stand- 
ing, ‘* Dear Jesus, our offerings we bring 
Thee *’ (Carols). 

Part 4. The Christmas Story.—After 
Malachi’s message, many years went by. 
The people who heard him died. Others 
were born and died; stili others were born ; 
but no new message came from God. A 
hundred years passed, two, three—nearly 
four hundred years, and people wondered 
whether there would ever be another 
message. ‘ie 

A few, who studied God’s Word, found a 
promise that one day a Messiah would 
come ;.so they waited and watched, and I 
think some of them prayed for his coming.’ 

‘*One night there were shepherds in that 
same ‘country, abiding in the field, watching 

‘their sheep.”? (Repeat Luke 2 : 8-20.) 
God’s angel messenger had come with good 
tidings of great joy to all people. ‘‘ Unto 
you is born this day, in the city of David, a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,’’ etc, 

The shepherds went to see whether the 
message was true. They found the baby 
Christ- child, for whom Christ-mas is 
named. Iie had come to be God’s messen- 
ger of peace and goed-will to all the world. 
Sing, ‘* Away in a Manger,”’ or a substitute. 

Wise men saw the star in the east, and 
came to worship him, bringing their des? 
gifts, (Show to-day’s picture.) Sing: 

‘* Under the stars one holy night 
A little babe was born,”’ etc. 
(Carols: Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago; 25 cts.) 


Home-work.—Encourage the older chil- 
dren to commit Luke 2 : 8-20, and the 
younger may learn just the angels’ message 
(Luke 2 : 10-14). 

To continue the expression of the Christ- 
mas spirit of giving, suggest that the children 
make, buy, or select from their own, some- 
thing to bring next Sunday to help to make 
for some other children a Happy New Year. 

Curcaco, ILL? 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. ‘The Book of Malachi. 
II. The Rebuke. 
Iil. The Encouragement. 


HAT would you think of a woman who 
deliberately held something before 
her eyes and then complained that 

she could not see things? Suppose I held 
these papers before ‘my eyes and declared 
that Lettie was not present because I could 
not see her. What would you very quickly 
suggest that I do to settle the difficulty? 
This is just what Malachi had to do. The 
Israelites declared that Jehovah did not love 
them as he said. They could not seé that 
his love had been any special advantage to 
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explained that Jeh loved them, 
but. they had not it because their 
daily lives nee bli 0 as to, his Rene 

essings, and prevented greater ones being 
given. Malachi therefore wrote the state- 
ment and the proofs that we might not fail 


through the same ‘‘ every-day sins,’’ to see | the class 


and know Jehovah’s love toward us. 

Some rocks that seem so strong to with- 
stand hard blows will, in time, crumble by 
merely constant exposure to wind and 
weather. These forces are silent and require 
longer time, but. they are powerful to disinte- 
grate great rocks. Israel had withstood 
blows from neighboring enemies, but within 
her newly-built wall, within the lives of her 
own people lay some silent forces which 
would eventually lead to the disintegration 
of the nation. These sins which were 
blinding Israel’s eyes may also be blinding 
ours, Let us know what they were. We 
read the following verses and noted on our 
tablet the familiar sins, 

"4. Malachi 1: 5-8. 
worship. 

2. Malachi 2: 10-12, Evil associations 
—(Not spiritually profitable), 

. Malachi 2: 17 to 3:6, Doubts of Je- 
hovah’s justice. (How to reply). 

4- Malachi 3: 7-12. Not giving Jehovah 
ig. Malacht 2 D 

5. achi 3: 13 to 4: 3. iscouragement 
from waiting ethe Book of Ramamtotene), 

These were the sins which Malachi re- 
buked. Are they ours too? 

Suppose we do find some of these sins in 
our daily lives, what are we todo? Confess 
them to Jehovah. Confess to a friend some 
mean act you have done to him. How 
would he receive the confession? He might, 
if very loving and forgiving, forgive us and 
continue friendly, but he might scorn our 
friendship and have nothing to do with us in 
the future, I think Israel was troubled 
about the result of her confession, because 
Malachi had to encourage the people with Je- 
hovah’s wonderful love, and with what beauti- 
ful promise? _We read and marked Malachi 
3:7. The children of Israel could therefore 
depend on Jehovah to forgive. He had always 
been ready to hear their fathers when they 
returned to him. It was ‘this same picture 
of the Father that Jesus gave when he told 
of the return of the prodigal. The father, 
seeing the boy while yet a great way off, 
fan out to meet him. id you ever run out 
to meet any one coming to your house? 
What did your action indicate to her? 

Girls, if these sins are in your lives, and you 
return unto Jehovah, what are you sure he 
willdo® Yes, he will come to meet you with 
joy at your return, and will walk the remain- 
der of the Way Home with you. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


1. With what glorious promise did Mala- 
chi encourage Judah (Mal. 3: 7)? What 
does this mean for us? 

2. Read Ezekiel 3. Mark verse 17, What 
was Ezekiel’s work ? 

3. Read Esther 4, 5. 
save her people? 

4- Read Ezra 8: 15-33. Mark verse 22. 
How did Ezra show great faith? 

5. Read Nehemiah 2: 1-6; 4. Note 
Nehemiah’s answers. 

6. Read Nehemiah 8 : 1-12. 
work did Ezra do? 

7. Memorize 1 John 1: 9. Who said these 
words? How did he know? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Spiritless, routine 


How did Esther 


What great 
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Your Class of Boys 


And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


Re D the boys that we have now 
come to the last book of the Old Testa- 
ment. Tell them that it sums up the 
history that we have been studying this year, 
and all of the Old Testament. Luther called 
John 3 : 16 ‘*the Little Gospel.’’ In the 
same way we may speak of Malachi as ‘‘ the 
Little Old Testament.”” Surely it is worth 
some painstaking to understand such a book, 
though it is not in story form like most of 
our other lessons. 

Turn to the blackboard or to a large sheet 
of paper and draw two piers and two banks, 
with a bridge reaching between them. Have 
the boys copy your work as you draw, and 
therefore you will make it -very simple. 
Print **O. T."* on one bank and ** N, T.” 
on the other, Print ‘* Malachi’ across the 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


‘them. Then Melachi, Jehovah's messenger, |, bridge, - Malachi is the bridge between the 
A truly 


Old and New Testaments, 

.To show how this is, haye the class read 
‘in concert Malachi 3 : 1. Ask who was 
meant by ‘‘my .messenger.’’ At the time, 


of course, they did not. know, but it proved 
in, history to be John the Baptist, Have 
read in the New Testament John 
1: 23; Luke 3 :.3, 4. Who was meant.by 
‘*the messenger of the covenant ’’ coming 


suddenly to his temple? Jesus Christ; and 


the class will read one of the accounts of 
one.time when Christ did come suddenly to 
his temple (John 2 : 13-15). What did 
Malachi say that Christ was to do? . He was 
to judge his people (Mal, 3:2, 4). And 
whom would he condemn? The boys will 


read Malachi 3 : §. Now verify this by 
reading Matthew § : 27, etc; Matthew 
5 : 33, etc.; Matthew 23 : 14, 23. It wasa 


true prophecy, for Christ did condemn just 
those whom Malachi said he would condemn. 


This Week’s Novelty.—But Malachi, 
though he looked. so wonderfuily into the 
future and saw Christ coming as a judge, 
looked also at the world around him, and 
saw very much to condemn init. He hung 
badges of shame around the necks of the 
people living in his own day, The teacher 
at this point will.ask one of the boys if he 
will allow himself to be treated as a repre- 
sentative Jew of Malachi’s time, and will 
throw around his neck one of Malachi’s 
‘* badges of disgrace.’’ It will be an oblong 
of pasteboard on which you have printed in 
big, black letters the word ‘* Robber.’’ 
Haye the class read the verses (8, 9) in 
which Malachi charges his people with rob- 
bery, Ask the boys what the Jews owed 
God, All they owned. Why? Because it 
all came from God and was preserved by 
God. God had a right to it all, and certainly 
to the tenth part, which was all he asked to 
be given to his church. What was the 
result when this was withheld? (v. 9.) 
What is the result when boys and men to- 
day withhold from God the money and time 
and thought that are his due? ‘ 

But some of the Jews wore a noble badge. 
Hang around the neck of another boy a 
perenores oblong marked ‘‘ Tithe payer.”’ 
explain the principle of the tithe, that it 
means the setting apart for God of a definite 
and worthy share of all he gives us—the 
money and time and health and talents and 
all else. Thus we set apart one-Seventh of 
our time, and are thereby helped to keep all 
our time sacred to God. What is the result 
of this surrender of ourselves to God? The 
class will read verses 10-13. 

Then Malachi threw another badge of 
shame around the necks of his people— 
‘*Infidel.”?’ Ask another boy if he will 
represent, for a few minutes, these evil 
Jews, and hang this badge around his neck, 
Explain the meaning of *‘ infidel ’’—without 
faith in God—and ask the class to read the 
verses in which Malachi charges his people 
with infidelity (vs, 13-15), That is the 
worst kind of infidelity, a disbelief in God’s 
providence; it leads a man not to care what 
he does, for he thinks it will make no differ- 
ence in the end. 

But many of the Jews wore the beautiful 
badge of ‘ Believer."’ ‘Throw this around 
the neck of a fourth boy. Have the class 
read Malachi’s prophecy for these believers, 
Their blessings might not come immediately ; 
they might even have great trouble for a 
time ; but the Lord would write them in his 
book of remembrance, and would treat them 
as his own sons. 

Still another badge of shame—‘‘ Proud.’’ 
Hang this around the neck of a fifth boy, 
and have him read Malachi 4 : 1, describing 
the pride of. the wicked, and its awful results. 
Then place the contrasting badge, ‘* Humil- 
ity,’’ around the neck of a sixth boy, having 
him read. the promises to those that humbly 
fear God and obey him (Mal. 4 : 2, 3). 

For. the closing thought have the class 
read the last two verses of the Old Testa- 
ment, Who was meant by this Elijah that 
was to come? . Have the class read Mat- 
thew 18: 7, 11, 14. Go back to the picture 
of the bridge, and show how the closing 
words of the Old Testament look forward to 
the New Testament, and to the coming of 
Christ whose birthday is to be celebrated on 
the morrow. Thus this, though it seemed 
very different at first, has turned out to be a 
Christmas lesson. 


Home. Work on the Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Malachi 3 : 28, ‘‘ Discern between 
the righteous and the wicked,’’ etc. Go 
over all the lessons of the past year, and 
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make three lists of characters in these les- 
sons 1) those that served God, (2) those 
that not serve God, and (3) those that 
served God at one time and not at other 
times, Make these lists as long as you can. 
Keep them in the order of the lessons. 


Boston, 


- 
The Adult Bible Class. 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Stirring Message of Malachi to the 
Jewish Community (Mal. 1-4) | 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION, 

O ONE questions the fact that the mes- 
es of the book of Malachi were 
delivered later than the days of 
Haggai and Zechariah, The sins dealt with 
and the reforms urged are so nearly those 
which characterized the days of Ezra and 
Nehemiah that the preaching of Malachi 
has usually been connected with the efforts 

of those two great reformers. ' cap aoe 

The exact daté of the prophet’s appear- 
ance is obscure. Authorities’ vary as be- 
tween some date before Ezra’s coming in 
458 B.C., or about 432, when Nehemiah 
came up the second time to assume the gov- 
ernorship in Judea, The matter is not of 
grave importance, for the conditions dealt 
with prevailed for some time. . 

The prophet Malachi is a reformer, but 
he encourages while he rebukes. He con- 
fronted a perplexed and dispirited people, 
whose faith'in Jehovah seemed in danger of 
collapse. If they did not become definitely 
hostile to Jehovah, they were in real danger 
of becoming skeptical, 

This was due in part, probably, to the 
feeling on the part of many that the glowing 
promises of Haggai and Zechariah and of their 
predecessors had heen unrealized, ‘More- 
over, they added, Jehovah does not seem to 
distinguish between good ‘and bad» men 
(2:17). He blesses all alike.” Unserupu- 
jous men often flourish at the expense of 
their fellow-men (3 : 14, 15). What's the 
use of persisting in righteousness ?* 

The skeptical attitude:thus arovséd mapi- 
fested itself in religious and ‘social demovral- 
ization. The priests were irreverent, neg- 
lectful, and niggardly. They led the people 
in wrong-doing and in the dishonoring of 
Jehovah. It also brought about a careléss- 
ness in the maintenance Of Israel’s separate- 
ness as the people of Jehovah. Mixed mar- 
riages of men of Israel with women of out- 
side tribes were getting very common. Some 
men had not hesitated to divorce their Is- 
raelitish wives for this purpose (2:14). A 
third result of the laxity of loyalty to Jeho- 
vah was the growing prevalence of social 
sin (3 : 5). ; 

Malachi’s earnest appeal recognizes (3 +16) 
that there were those in the Jewish commu- 
nity who had remained loyal and God-fear- 
ing, and could be relied upon, and assumes 
that others will be recalled to their faithful- 
ness. He longed to develop thus an influ- 
ential body of whole-hearted, enthusiastic 
believers, whose influence would control 
and mold his people’s future development, 

The literary form of the book of Malachi 
is unusual, It shows the beginning of a 
method of teaching which, later on, became 
quite universal in Jewish schools. The truth 
to be emphasized is stated, then an objec- 
tion which may naturally be raised, then the 
reply which reasserts more fully the original 
statement (2 : 17 or 3: 7, 8, 13). It is ex- 
position in place of rhetoric, 

The book as awhole readily separates 
into five sections, the greater portion of the 
fourth section being the specific theme of 
our lesson. To appreciate the prophet’s 
viewpoint we need to give hasty attention to 
what precedes chapter three. 

The book begins with a brief peegne, 
which declares the abiding love of Jehovah 
for Israel, Like a father he has protected 
and guarded Jacob. Those who doubted 
had only to recall the Edomites and their 
fate. 

It then proceeds to condemn in severe 
terms the neglect of Jehovah’s service on 
the part of priesthood and people (1 : 6 to 
2:9). 

In particular the prophet’s rebuke ad- 
dresses itself to the careless priests, who 
were capable of offering worthless animals in 
sacrifice. In such men Jehovah could take 
no delight. Even among the nations, out 
in the larger world, Jehovah’s name was 
honored, a fact in sharp contrast with the con- 
tempt with which he was treated by his own 
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people, The priests deserved the direst 
condemnation, ‘Ihey stood in marked con- 
trast to God’s ideal for the priesthood (2 : 
4-7), had completely lost sight of their high 
calling (2 : 8), and would deserve the igno- 
misy feaped upon them, 

e next theme of Malachi is mixed mar- 
riages and divorce (2 : 10-16), Prolessor 
Torrey interprets this passage symbolically. 
He thinks that the prophet is complaining 
about the unfaithfulness of the people to Je- 
hovah worship. Most commentators take 
the literal view that the prophet is attacking 
an actual tendency of the people to contract 
alliances with non-Jewish women and a not 
infrequent divorcing of Jewish wives in order 
to make it possible, 

Verse 17 of chapter 2 brings us to the be- 
ginning of the fourth section, devoted to the 
condemnation of religious indifference and 
of skepticism, 

Notice the charge and how true it would 
be even to-day, The fact that evil men 
seem to prosper is one of the standing com- 
plaints of those who think that they are good 
men, They say ‘‘ what is God doing that 
he permits such things ?’’ 

The answer to such a complaint is that Je- 
hovah will come, suddenly and for judgment. 
What does it mean to declare that he is like 
a refiner’s fire and like fuller’s soap? Such 
a fire is at least intense and the soap strong. 
His judgment was to be searching and 
effective. 

-What was God to do first.of all for the 
wicked priesthood? What was to be the 
result of its cleansing? Malachi felt that 





the process of reformation should begin with | 


the leaders. So long as the priests them- 
selves were openly unfit, what could be ex- 
pected from the people at large ? 

Jehovah’s second objective would be those 
unscrupulous transgressors who corrupted 
the nation, What particular kinds of evil- 
doing did the prophet mention? How would 
a modern prophet express the same idea in 
terms of present-day life ? 

What is the best cure for such an attitude 
toward God as the people were showing? 
(3: 7.) Notice the practical answer of the 
prophet to their indignant query. ‘The 
ought to be honest with God, but had o 
been so, How many of us really give to God 
al/ that is his? What if we should really 
put his promises to a test ? 

Some were doubting God’s justice, 
reasons did they give? Were these justifi- 
able or natural? How did Malachi answer 
their doubts? 
faithful servant to remember that God re- 


members him and his needs and thinks of | ing, 


him as a son, 

When God really gets ready to act, what 
do the highly’ figurative declarations of 
4: 1-3 declare that he will do? ‘The idea 
is that his action will be final, 

Zhe Proof of God's Love, How far does 
history reveal it in the case of our nation ? 

What God Condemns, Is the case against 
priests and people a fair one? 

The Conditions of His Blessing. What 
does it mean to ‘* bring in the whole tithe ’’? 


Books THat May Bg USED. 


One of the very best and fairest commenta- 
ries on Malachi is to be found in the Com- 
mentary on the Minor Prophets by Pro- 
fessor Eiselen of Evanston, published by 
Eaton and Mains, George Adam Smith’s 
** Book of the Twelve’’ (Vol. II, pp. 331- 
372) has all the brilliant and helpful quali- 
ties of his best prophetic interpretation. 
Sanders’ and Kent’s ‘* Messages of the 
Later Prophets’ (pp. 237-252) give a clear 
paraphrase and introduction, Wade’s ‘* Old 
Testament History’? (p. 472), Hunter’s 
** After the Exile’’ (Vol, II, 247-260), and 
Kent’s ‘*History of the Jewish People ’’ 
(p. 112) discuss the date of Malachi. The 
Bible Dictionary may be consulted with 
profit, article ‘* Malachi.’’ 


DatLy Home WoRK ON THE NExT LESSON, 
The lesson for December 34 is a Review. 
Monday.— Read Daniel 1 : 1-20, and 

think of the others besides these who found 

in the Exile a career which gave them a 

great opportunity for service. 

Tuesday.—Read Ezekiel 37 : 1-14, and 
recall the wonderful influence of that prophet 
in arousing in the dispirited captives a confi- 
dence in God’s loving care. 

Wednesday.— Read Ezekiel 47 : 1-12, 
and recall the scheme (chaps. 40-49) of the 
holy land and people-to-be, and the new 
a from which was to flow this river of 
life. 





| 


| 


It is a great comfort to the | 
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-—Read Ezra 1: 1-11; 3: 1-3. 
8, 11-13; 4: 1-4. Recall the heartiness and 
ah ae of this first response to the royal 
permission to go to Judah, 

Friday.— Read Ezra § : 1, 2, Haggai, and 
Zechariah 1-6, recalling how H by his 
direct exhortations and Zechariah by his 
splendid visions aroused the people to the 
work of rebuilding the temple and kept their 
courage up. 

» —Read Ezra 7 : 1-28, and re- 
call the coming of Ezra with his band, their 
precious possession, its history, and the deep 
impression made upon the people. 

ap CH Nehemiah 2 : 1-20, and 
recall Nehemiah’s noble serviceableness, his 
great achievement, and the outcome of his 
work and Ezra’s, 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 24, rorr. 
The Gift that Transforms the World 
(2 Cor. 9: 15; Luke 1 : 46-55. 
Christmas meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The gift of God (John 3 : 16). 
TUES.—The gift of life (Rom. 6 : 23). 
Web. —The sustaining gift (John 6 : 33-35). 
‘THUR.—The measureless gift (John 3 : 34; 

2 Cor, 3 : 18), 

FR1,—The gift py (x ae 3:1). 

Sat.—With him all gifts (Rom. 8 : 32). 











What difference has Christ made to us? 
How may we best use this gift ? 
Mention other gifts from God. 


N.THE character of Christ, Christians 
have a unique and priceless treasure, 
No other religion has any character to 


7 | compare with Christ. Bosworth Smith, who 


has written periiaps the ablest statement of 


| what can be said in favor of Muhammadanism, 
| declares the radical difference between Christ 
What | and Muhammad. 


** The religion of Christ,’’ 

he says, ‘‘contains whole fields of morality 

and whole realms of thought which are all 

but outside the, religion of Muhammad, . . .. 

the ideal life of Christianity is far more elevat- 

far more majestic, far more inspiring.’’ 
% 

The non-Christian religion supposed to be 
most akin to Christianity is Booddhism, 
But a minute of accurate comparison reveals 
the infinite superiority of Christ and his mes- 
sage. The Booddhist Catechism published 
in Ceylon asserts the wide difference between 
the two religions, 

What is the principal difference between 
Booddhism and other religions ? 

Booddhism teaches perfect goodness and 
wisdom without a personal god; the highest 
knowledge without a revelation; a moral 
world order and just retribution, carried out 
with necessity by reason of the laws of nature 
and of our own being; continued existence 
without an immortal soul; eternal bliss with- 
out a local heaven; the possibility of re- 
demption without a vicarious redeemer; a 
salvation at which every one is his own 
saviour, and which can be attained in this 
life and on this earth by the exercise of one’s 
own faculties without prayers, sacrifices, 
penances, and ceremonies, without ordained 
priests, without the mediation of saints, and 
without divine grace, 


But the superiority of Christ and the faith 
of Christ over all others is not alone in Christ 
itself but in the possession by Christianity of 
a power which is lacking in all others. Mr. 
Iwahashi is a Christian evangelist at Gobo, 
Japan. In 1907 the devout Booddhists of 
Gobo, desiring to check the spread of Chris- 
tianity, sent for the famous priest Shaku 
Soyen, who was one of the representatives of 
the Japanese Booddhists at the World’s Par- 
liament of Religions, at Chicago, in 1893. 
Mr, Iwahashi was at one time a student 
under him. When he came to Gobo, where 
Mr. Iwahashi is at work, Mr. Iwahashi 
called to pay his respects, Shaku asked Mr. 
Iwahashi what he was doing. He said, ‘I 
have now become a Christian and am preach- 
ing Jesus.’’ Shaku replied, ‘* The Christian 
religion is a religion that has a power over 


the lives of men that I long to see in our 
Booddhism.” . 


bed 
Christ’s character itself is a transforming 
power. As Paul says to the Corinthians, 
** We all with unveiled face, beholding as in 
a mirror the glory of the Lord are transformed 
with the same image from g to glory, 
even as from the Lord, the Spirit.’’ And 
the glory of Christ is the manifested excel- 
lence, for example, the character of Christ. 
We behold that and are transformed into the 
likeness of it. 
% 


But the Christmas gift was not so. much 
Christ’s character, or his’ message or his in- 
fluence. It was Christ himself. He is 
Christianity, The supreme and essential fact 
about the gospel is its relation to Christ. All 
other religions are rable from their 
founders, They are k religions, or 
method religions or social religions, but 
Christianity is a personal religion. To remove 
its Christological element is radically to alter 
its character, to destroy the class in which it 
stands by itself, and to reduce it in kind to 
the level of the other religions, It is also to 
rob it of its power. Its power consists in the 
eternal and divine personality who lives in it 
and in all who enter it by faith in him, Its 
force lay in this, that ‘‘it had a founder who 
himself was what he taught’’ and its force 
to-day lies in this, that fe still is what he 
taught. And what he taught and teaches is 
not a doctrine only, but himself, the life. 
Whoever obliterates the Christological ele- 
ment in the gospel simply prepares the way 
for pantheism, tor the human heart needs the 
personal experience of God and if it is denied 
the joy of merging itself in God in Christ and 
still preserving personality, it will still seek 
the sense of a divine unity and will secure it 
at the expense of personality and responsi- 
bility, safeguarded to us by the historic doc- 
trine of the Christian faith, 


% 


Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable 
gift. - 





| Children at Home 
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You cannot “get at” the 
past. If you there are 
some things in your past that 
you would move heaven and 
earth to annul. But did you 
ever stop to think that the 

is presentto God? That 

CAN get at your ? 
He can undo it. 
God, he can. Has this any 
bearing on the worst and 
hardest problem of your life ? 





Even the swearing, drink- 
ing soldier believes in rainy-. 
day religion. ‘If one of his 
comrades loses patience and 
breaks forth in bitter reviling 
of the rain and mud and the 
war, he helps to smother him 
in an avalanche of raillery and 
chaff.” “ Bob Burdette” has 
more to tell you about real 
soldiers, real war, and stormy- 
weather Christians. 





Would you like to see the 
whole material of next year’s 
Sunday-school lessons in the 
Life of Christ spread before 
you simply and clearly? So 
that when you start on the first 
lesson two weeks hence you 
will know where you will be 
six months or a year hence ? 
Do you believe you could 
teach with more confidence 
and “ point’ then ? 


. 





After a Bad Beginning 
By Sally Campbell 


ARGARETTA Newton walked home 
from her first day at school in a trou- 
bled frame of mind. 

**] hate to be ashamed of myself!’’ she 
mourned. ‘At the beginning, too! And 
after mother had just talked to us so beauti- 
fully about being a help in this new place 
where our house is now. Dear mother! 
She never would snub a girl because she was 
a funny little red-haired thing with freckles 
on her nose. But, you see, I wanted to be 
in with the very nicest ones in the school, and 
I was afraid that they—that they—’’ 

Margaretta would not finish the confession 
even to herself. / 

This was the state of things : when schoo 
was over, Kitty Holmes, who had red hair 
and a patch on one elbow, had said to Mar- 
garetta, ‘‘I’ll wait for you. I am going 
your way.’’ 

‘* Don’t wait,’? Margaretta had answered 
quickly, ‘*T am not going yet.’’ 

**In about two minutes I was sorry I had 
said it. I ran after her, but she was nowhere 
to be seen. Maybeshe won’t know that I 
was just a plain snob. But—’’ sighed Mar- 
garetta, ‘‘I was— Oh,dear! I wish there 
was a way of beginning over. But—I guess 
there isn’t.’’ 

A small boy—a very small boy indeed— 
was howling dismally at the street corner. 

**I wish I could do that,’’ thought Mar- 
garetta. ‘‘ What’s the matter? ’’ she asked 
him. 

**T lost my penny!’’ he wailed, ‘‘I lost 
it there,’’ pointing a grimy finger over the 
curb to the iron grating of the culvert. 

Then it was gone, he could not get it again. 

** What were you going to do with it?’”’ 
inquired Margaretta. 

**Get candy for my sister.’’ 

**Is she sick? ’’ 

** No, she works. 


I was going.to have it 





| for her for a present when she quit and come 
home,”’ 
shrilly. 
| Margaretta bethought herself of the two 
(Continued on next page) 


An accession of woe seized him 





When one boys’ class in 
your Sunday -school over- 
shadows in popularity all the 
other boys’ classes, what 
should you do about it? 
When a boy won't carry a 
Bible because it looks sanc- 
timonious, can he be made 
to want to? It almost kills 
some boys to show any ap- 
preciation. ARE they un- 
grateful ? 





What shall you be driv- 
ing at in life-results from 
your Sunday-school teaching 
all next year? Do you ex- 
pect every member of your 
class to be revolutionized, for 
time and eternity, because 
of your work? Do you look 
for genuinely apostolic. life 
in your class before 1912 
closes? Do you even know 
HOW to go about this ? 








Four young girls in a teach- 
er-training class lately came 
up against a question that 
they could not answer. They 
asked their pastor and super- 
intendent, without satisfac- 
tion. Here is the question : 
«“ When some ' temptation 
comes to us, does God know 
before we do whether we will 
yield to it or fight it?’ Can 
you answer it? 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 24 (Mal. 3:1 to4: 


(Continued from preceding page) 


ee in her satchel with her books. 
repaio hued lteiaiet theia to her, During 
she had selected Jeanie Thomas as 
girl that she would 
eanie and she would 
their 


it 


E 
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ay er take that to Judy!’’ she said, 
thrusting it into his two hands which were 
hardly big enough between them. ‘ And 
don’t cry any more,”’ 

He didn’t. When Margaretta looked back 
from the street he was still standing stock still, 
smiling wonderfully. 

“+ T feel justa little better,”? said M retta. 
‘* I am going to take the other to Kitty to- 
morrow.’’ 

The next morning when she went to school 
she saw a group of girls, some of the nicest 
girls ofall, waiting atthe corner. She hurried 
to catch up with them. Soon she could see 
why they were waiting; it was for Kitty 
Holmes. Kitty ran to them and Jeanie 
Thomas seized her by one arm, and another 
girl by another; those who had to walk in 

ront talked backwards to her and those be- 
hind talked to her over her shoulders. 

The gay crowd walked straight on without 
waiting for Margaretta. 

‘* They saw me,’’ said Margaretta., ‘‘ But 
they didn’t wait. Maybe Kitty didn’t see 
me, but the others did and they wouldn’t 
wait. I can't give Kitty the orange now, 
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because they would all think I just gave it to 
her because I saw them making so much of 
her. Honestly, that wasn’t my reason, 
But how could they believe it?’’ 

Jeanie 


It was not time for school yet. 
and Kitty and the rest stopped in the hall 
totalk. They chattered like magpies about 
a skating-party for the afternoon. 

**It’s too bad Kitty can’t come!’’ said 
somebody. 

“It is good for Margaretta Newton that 
she can’t,’”? said Jeanie. ‘*She said she 
hadn’t her skates yet. 1fshe had she wouldn’t 
be invited.’’ 

**She may have mine,” said Kitty. “TI 
don’t want them.” 

‘*No she shan’t!"’ said Jeanie. ‘* Kitty, 
you are the forgivingest girl! After what 
she did to you!”’ 

*¢ Pshaw ! I don’t mind,’’ said Kitty. ‘‘ It 
isn’t worth noticing. Anyway, it is just as 
likely she didn’t mean anything, I am not for- 
giving atall. One of the silliest things is for- 
giving people that don’t need it. And, any- 
way, I saw her give a poor littie ragged 


bo TS 

Nobody heard Margaretta steal back down 
the porch steps, out of sound of words that 
were not intended for her. 

It was a delightful skating party. Mar- 
garetta told her mother all about it. She 
told her all about Kitty, too. 

** No wonder Jeanie said that no one was 
like her,’’? ended Margaretta. ‘‘ She is sweet 
and a darling.’’ 

** Mother,” said Margaretta, when the 
twilight had gathered in the sitting-room, 
‘* maybe the nearest to letting a person begin 
over is to think that very likely she didn’t 
mean it, and, anyway, it wasn’t much, and 
to watch out for some thing she did do that 
was a little nice and wasn’t horrid, I think 
it is lovely and dear,”’ 





PRINCNTON, N. J. 





( THE PRAYER LIFE } 








life without prayer is not Life at ell, but those who would know the fulness 


" of Life are told to pray without ceasing, we cannot know too much about this exer- 
cise which gives God the right of way in our life. The Sunday School Times seeks 
to be used for the definite enriching of the lives of its readers in the life of prayer. 
As already announced, the Rev. Henry W. Frost, Home Director of the China Inland 
Mission, will contribute freely to this new department. Questions on prayer from 
readers may be addressed to Mr. Frost in care of The Sunday School Times, and 

selections from such questions will be discussed here. 


When Chang Prayed 
By the Rev. Charles E. Scott 


HANG FANG UAN would not be 
called a handsome man, He is minus 
his front teeth ; is stoop-shouldered, 

deaf, halting in gait and speech. He is un- 
educated, and poorer than many Americans 
can sense, But there is a smile on his face 
and a gleam in his eye that at once arrests 
the beholder and makes him look twice. 

This man learned the gospel when Miss 
Vaughan came to his village. She was ac- 
companied by several of the women of a 
Bible Women’s school, which is under 
the management of some of the Chinese 
leaders of our field, and is largely supported 
by our Chinese Christians. 

Chang hung on the edge of the crowd of 
curious women, ahd learned some new things 
that he could not get away from. And the 
more he pondered this ‘*Jesus Doctrine,’’ 
the more he believed it. His family and 
neighbors ridiculed and abused him for his 
faith. Buta great pees had come to him ; 
and ‘‘the heavenly light’”’ that now filled his 
soul he wanted them to experience. So he 
began to pray for this. 

‘To his mind it was important to get to the 
village various leaders who could more fully 
explain the teaching. He had no money, 
no namé, no influence—not even a cart or 
barrow on which to bring foreign guests, 
even if they could spend the time to come. 
So he prayed, in faith, steadily, for a year. 

He prayed that on a given date Miss 
Vaughan with a band of Bible Women might 
return ; also that ‘‘ the foreign pastor ’’ and 
several native evangelists might come. With- 
out collusion all came. 

He prayed for a crowd of heathen to leave 
their spring plowing and dragging and sow- 
ing to come and listen, And they came. 
No house or yard in the big market town 


a 
was big enough to hold the crowd he wanted 
to see gathered; so he had prayed that a 
large ‘‘revival tent’? might come; and it 
appeared at the proper time, and was 
set up. 

He could not furnish the tent with seats 
and convention accessories; and so he 
prayed for them. And the people of his and 
a neighboring village brought all that were 
needed and put them at his disposa!,— 
even foreign lamps for the evening ses- 
sions. 

At the meetings it was soon realized that 
tae preachers, because of the uncomfortable 
jam, would have to divide forces. So Miss 
Vaughan took the tent, which daily, from 
early till late, was packed with women—and 
babies. Some Bible Women taught others 
who thronged the yard of Chang’s mother. 
We men talked to companies on the streets 
and to the constantly shifting throngs who 
came to the yards which were in friendli- 
ness loaned for our various headquarters. 

Some results: there was a large company 
of women inquirers—some thirty. More 
than 3,000 men had heard the gospel, and 
the people themselves had provided the 
money for the expenses of the meetings. 

After we left Chang was smitten with the 
need of a Christian school. Hé€ prayed for 
it and a teacher, and got both. 

Then his old mother,.in answer to his 
prayer of faith, accepted Christ. 

A few months later his flaming zeal brought 
to his village a second series of meetings, in 
which many of us were greatly blessed. It was 
remarked by many, as a curious fact, that 
just before and after each of these two series 
of meetings, the weather was cold and windy 
aid dusty. But later they learned that it 
was Chang who had especially prayed the 
Lord for the perfect weather that obtained 
during the meetings. 

I have since baptized a number of those 
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“The value of the course 
cannot be overestimated. At 
first | earned $12.50 a week, 
but before 1 had studied six 
months 1 gained so much 
practical knowledge that I 
received to $30 a week, 
I have almost doubled my 
earning power.—Mrs. Bea- 
trice Reeve, Chauta 
Nurse, Vancouver, B. C. 
(Photo.) 


Send for a copy of 

“ How I Became a Nurse ” 
and our Year Book explain- 
ing method ; 248 Ss with 
intensely interesting experi- 
ences by our graduates, who 
mastered the art of fes- 
sional nursing by the C.S.N, 
home-study course. 
Thousands of our gradu- 
ates, with and without pre- 
vious experience, ave to-da 
earning $10 to $25 a week. 
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day Scripture reading and prayers around the Family 


Beginning two weeks hence, Dr. Stone will conduct 
every week in The Sunday School Times the new depart- 
Using the Daily Home Scrip- 
ture Readings on the International Lessons, he will very 
briefly comment on the devotional meaning of the Bible 
passage, and suggest a few sentences of prayer for the 
needs of the home and the invidual. 

This will come right out of Dr. Stone’s own per- 
sonal prayer life ; and the Word will be practically applied. 
God has richly blessed many through Dr. Stone’s pas- 
toral work; his volume ‘‘ Recruiting for Christ’’ shows 
his heart-devotion to personal soul-winning ; and this 
new ministry promises to share with a world-wide con- 
gregation the treasures of his fruitful life in Christ. 


TENTH YEAR our attractive proposition. Cash commissions also. 
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Dr. John Timothy Stone 
e 
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Your Family Prayers 

You may have the personal guidance of this big- 

hearted and beloved Chicago pastor (earlier the successor 
of Dr. Maltbie D. Babcock in Baltimore) in your every- } 
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( Continued from preceding page) 


for whom Chang especially payed. All his 
family are now Christians or inquirers, and 
many outsiders are interested. Good days 
are ahead for that village and that region. 
And all because one humble man has tried 
to live up to his light he had, 

Do not, forget to pray for Chang. 

Tsinctau, NortH CHIna 


ae 
Service and the Victorious Life 


( Continued from page 643) 


Strange to say, in our time a reversion to 
paganism inclines men not to overcome 
‘*self,’? but to pamper itvand exalt it. The 
superman is a swollen self, who sucks every- 
thing and everybody into it, and triumphs 
over the common humanity, as the colossus 
strode over the harbor at Rhodes. For cen- 
turies it has been an accepted axiom that 
unselfishness is good, however hard it has 
been to achieve. But now Nietzschi and his 
school would treat selfishness as the virtue, 
and would despise the meanness of the one 
who gives himself for others. It is hard to 
think that this assault upon the Christian 
verity will succeed, But the brilliant adyo- 
cacy of such a view makes it the more nec- 
essary to assert the truth which is demon- 
strated ; it is only when ‘‘self’’ is dead that 
we really live; for our life is. a subtle and 
harmonious relation with other lives, even 
with the whole. Not in self-assertion, or in 
self-exaltation, do we come really to de, but 
in losing ourselves, and serving the rest. 
That is life; that is, from the human point 
of view, for the first time, veritable being. 

Our service is a much deeper thing than 
appears on the surface. Sterndale Bennett 
once said to a pupil who was thanking him 
for the exceptiona! help he had given her: 
** Madam, I always aimed to give you, not a 
music lesson, but an hour of my life.’? There 
lies the secret: the service we render is our 
lives, our very selves ; we impart not a dole, 
ora ‘gift, or a sentence, or even a truth, -but 
the vital energy of God, which acts through 
the soul in which *‘ self’? is dead, + 

Third: But when we apprehend the won- 
derful results (the victorious life indeed) 
which come from the conquest of ‘ self,” 
we turn back to the question mentioned at 
the beginning : How is ‘‘self’’ to be over- 
come? We have seen that the way of as- 
ceticism arises out of aconfusion, Asceticism 
belongs to a dualistic view of the universe, 
which ought to have perished with the Man- 
ichees, the notion that the spirit is good, and 
the body is evil. But the body is really 
better than the spirit; it is the spirit that 
abuses the body, and turns its wholesome 
appetites into vices, and its necessary in- 
stincts into sin. When the spirit is right, as 
it was in Jesus, there is no fear of the body 
hursing it. The bodily functions, comely or 
Wancomely, ate all sanctified by the spirit, 
when the spirit is in harmony with God. It 
is comparatively easy, however, to buffet and 
keep under the poor body, broken body, as 
St. Francis called, the patient beast of bur- 
den in our system. But what is to master 
and ‘keep in order the ‘spirit, keep it right, 
hold it in its due relation to its master, fit it 
into the wonderful, glorious, harmonious life 
of the whole? 

The wise man’s prayer to heaven is : 


."* That last best effort of Thy skill 
‘To rule the life, and train the will, 
Propitious Power, impart ; 
Teach me to cool my passion’s fires, 
Make me the judge of way desires, 
The master of my heart.” 


How is that to be done? The philoso- 
pher always saw the necessity.of it. But 
Christ alone has done it. The Christian re- 
ligion consists in Christ doing ¢hat. No 
language can be simpler than that which de- 
scribes this way. It can confine itself to 
monosyllables. But it is mystical; it is 


deep. There is an infinite in it. 2 Christ’s 
aeath, ILdie. With Christ I rise. In him | 
ZI dive. He overcame the world. His death 


was the victory. I overcome the world by 
faith in him, that faith which assimilates my 
life with his. On his Cross, mystically real- 
ized, my ‘‘self’’ perishes. From his tomb, 
mystically realized, I rise to newness of life. 
This resurrection-life which comes from the 
faith in Christ Jesus, is not the life of ‘‘self”’: 
it is.no longer I that live, but Christ that 
liveth in me. The activities are not mine, 





though I am active. The influences are not 
mine, though they proceed from me. 

In hoe signo vinces was the legend over 
the cross which appeared to Constantine, 
and he took it to mean that by a profession 
of Christianity he would vanquish his rival, 
and hold the empire as his own. But that 
cross appears to each of us with that shining 
legend over it. “ By this sign thou shalt 
conquer’’; but the conquest is not over 
armies or empires, but over that worse foe, 
* self.’? By thé eternal transaction of his 
cross, made yours by a faith which identifies 
you with him, you gain the victory. ‘*Self”’ 
goes, dies, disappears; and you live. And 
this new life, the life ’of the Holy Spirit, is 
the life of aa gees service, just because it 
is Christ’s life in you. As he was in the 
world you are in the world. Believing in 
him you do the things which he did; nay 

stupendous miracle !), greater things than 
those you do, because he is gone to the 
Father. 

The substitution of Christ for “self” 
means service, and constant service. For 
when Christ is in your heart, ruling every 
motion there, you will arise to wash the feet 
of your brethren, as he did, to give a cup of 
cold water in the name of a disciple, to heal 
the sick, to sympathize and love. ‘That is 
the necessary result of ‘‘ Christ in you.”’ 
And service of another kind results, which 
we can examine more particularly next time. 
Since Christ’s object in the world is to draw 
all men unto himself, when Christ is in you, 
you become an eager worker to draw all 
men unto hin, You seek the membership 
of the church as a means to that end; you 
undertake a class in the Sunday-school for 
that purpose; you cultivate your power of 
speech to proclaim him. And by the very 
necessity of the case you are impelled to 
seek the souls of those whom you meet even 
casually. While ‘‘self’’ reigns within, you 
keep yourself to yourself, you speak only to 
those whom you want to know, and speak 
only about the things that serve your ends. 
But when Christ reigns within, you see in 
every one whom you meet a soul to be won 
for him; you seek conversation for his sake; 
you turn the conversation to his purpose. 

This it is that he meant when he said he 
would make us fishers of men. 


Lonpon, Enc. 
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Bible Pictures 


are being used in thousands of classes with 
satisfactory results. 


most r 
Through the eye the lessens may be 
more effectively taught, greater at- 
tendance and interest aroused and 
better results as a whole obtained, 
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Works Without Faith 


Faith Came After the Works Had Laid 
the Foundation 


A Bay State belle talks thus about 
coffee : 

‘* While a coffee drinker I was a suf- 
ferer from indigestion and intensely 
painful nervous headaches, from child- 
hood. 

** Seven pa ago my health gave out 
entirely. grew so weak that the exer- 
tion of walking, if only a few feet, made 
it necessary for me to lie down. My 
friends thought I was marked for con- 
sumption—weak, thin and pale. 

realized the danger I was in and 
tried faithfully to get relief from medi- 
cines, till, at last, after having employed 
all kinds of drugs, the doctor pa 
edged that he did not believe it was in 
his power to cure me. 

hile in this condition a friend in- 
duced me to quit coffee and try Postum, 
and I did so without the least hope that 
it would do me any good. I did not like 
it at first, but when it was properly 
made I found it was a most delicious 
and refreshing beverage. I am espe- 
cially fond of it served at dinner ice- 
cold, with cream. 

«In a month’s time I began to im- 
prove, and in a few weeks my indiges- 
tion ceased to trouble me, and my head- 
ache stopped entirely. Iam so perfectly 
well now that I do not look like the same 
person, and I have so gained in flesh 
that I am fifteen pounds heavier than 
ever before. 

‘*This is what Postum has done for 
me. I still use it and shall always do 
so." Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

‘*There’s a reason,” and it is explained 
in the little book, “The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time.- They 
are geniéine, true, and ‘fall of: human 
interest. 
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must go when A-Corn Salve is used. 
They come out by the roots without pain 


15 cents at druggists’ or by mail. 
Giant Chemical Co., 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 24 (Mal. 3:1 to 4:3) 


If You Are 
Looking for 


rich in inward. quality.as.in out- 
ward design, here are a few sug- 
gestions : "4 i 


A Voice in the Night. 

. By. FREDERICK HALL, _in_ which, 
with remarkable sympathy - and 
imagination, hé - ts. anew cer- 
tain of the great stories of the Bible 
which reveal the and devel- 
ps pe of souls—thrilling pictures 

human life in the making. Prose 
poems of intense and compelling in- 

' “terest (75 cents net), - 


The Heresy of 
Mehetabel Clark 


By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLosson. One 
of Mrs. Slosson’s exquisite short 
stories, having lasting quality, and 
now issued in this special Holiday 
Edition—the tale of a mountain girl, 
counted a heretic, but transformed 
by her spiritual vision. TZender, 
sympathetic: a book to keep and 
treasure (50 cents net). 


Here is a volume, just off the 
press ; an illuminating book, of abid- 
ing quality, as charming and read- 
able as a romance, a book, indeéd, 
to give to any thoughtful man. or 
woman interested in’ Bible study : 


Reasonable »— . 

Biblical: Criticism 
By PROFESSOR WILLIs J. BEECHER. 

, . Call biblical criticism by any name 

’ . you like, «‘higher;’’ lower, of half- 
way; but the fact remains that there 
must be some principles of criticism 
that are correct, reasonable, and there- 
fore permanent, The author estab- 
lishes just that. If any man knows 
how to sift out the wheat and get rid 
of the chaff, it is Professor Beecher. 
He is unhampered in swing, inde- 
pendent in thought and expression. 

This volume skims the cream of 
life-time studies. Here are com- 
pressed the results of years of schol- 
arly research and original thought, 
put forth in Professor Beecher’s 
clear, concise style, witty, even col- 
loguial at times ; full of that good- 
humored keenness so fascinating to 
students under his instruction at 
Auburn Seminary during long years, 
and familiar to readers of The Sun- 
day School Times through his con- 
tributions on the lessons. 

In the four principal divisions of 
this book the author points out the 
Principles of Reasonable Criticism, 
touching upon agnostic criticism and 
the meaning of inspiration ; Reason- 
able Criticism as Affecting Particular 
Narratives, taking up several of 
these in detail; Reasonable Criti- 
cism and Archeological Discoveries, 
in which such things as chronology, 
the legislation of Hammurabi, and 
the Aramaic papyri are discussed ; 
and’ Reisonable Criticism and Some 
of the Books, where specific scrutiny 
is given to Deuteronomy, Daniel, 
and several other books of the Bible. 

A necessary book. An important 
book. An interesting book. An 
enduring book. (330 pages. $1.50 
net.) 
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| your own littleness, read this life-story of a 








The Foreign Doctor (By Robert E. 


Speer).—#f want to be inspired with a 
Sree of neble deeds and me with 


very_remarkable medical missionary, Dr. 
Joseph P. Cochran. You will be reminded 


apostle’s a < mS i tin perils of 
rivers, in perils. of robbers,”’ and all the long 
list. You will be made scqusioing with the 
self-denying labors of a missionary, diplomat, 
physician, and public servant of , 
widening influence in Persia. ( Revell. 
$1.50, net.) : 

The True Theory of the Atonement 
(By the Rev. John C. Shackelford),—The 
author considers no theory of the Atonement 
orthodox which does not include the ideas 
of expiation and substitution, and he aims 
at showing how the orthodox view may be 
held without being open to serious objections. 
Thirteen chapters, with an appendix, cover 
in outline the history of the doctrine and the 
most important of its theological aspects. 
The author has written an interesting, able, 
and suggestive booklet. He has read widely, 
knows his subject, can criticize with acuteness, 
and he states his own view forcibly and well. 
The book is a distinct contribution to the 
literature of a great problem, (Publishing 
House of the M. E. Church, South, 2§ cents.) 


The Training of Infants (By H. King- 
mill Moore, D.D.).—In this English book 
the term ‘‘infant’’ is used specifically of 
children of six to eight years, although in a 
general sense it is also used to include all 
ages from birth to the ninth year. Children 
under six are specified as ‘*babies.’’ The 
author is in most respects up-to-date—stand- 
ing as hedoes for the dictates of child-nature, 
for activity, for manual: work, sand-table, 
story-telling, and pictures. The — of 
abstract moral lessons and of theology as 
sich is’ condemned, while good habits, 
reverence, Obedience, and’ a wholesome at- 
mosphere are insisted on. _ 
though unpretentious, is fresh, simple and 
suggestive even to the reader who is steeped 
in the literature of its class, (Longmans. 
75 cents.) 


Two Year-Books of Quotations (Com- 
piled and edited by Grace Leigh Duncan),— 
If you have not yet decided what to give 
some of your friends, or the members of your 
Sunday-school class, for a Chrismas or New 
Veag’s remembrance, one of these attractive 
booklets will solve the problem for you. The 
Bible verses and brief, appropriate quota- 
tions given for each day, sometimes in prose, 
sometimes in verse, will give real help and 
inspiration to those who follow it daily. In 
*¢The Sunday School Booklet’’ the lesson 
title and Scripture reference and Golden Text 
are given for each Sunday. In *‘ Days of 
1912’’ the references to the International 
Lessons are omitted, and a brief quotation is 
given instead. Otherwise the contents of the 
two booklets are identical. (P. O. Box 455, 
Madison Square, N. Y. Zhe Sunday School 
Booklet, 25 cts.; Days of 1912, 35 cts.) 


A Thousand Years of Jewish Hist 

(By Marcus H. Harris, Ph. D.).—Jewi 

History outside the Bible, and especially that 
of post-biblical times, is an unknown field to 
Christian readers generally, Some of them 
may find profit and pleasure in Dr. M. H. 
Harris’ text-book for Jewish schools, which 
covers the period from Alexander to Mu- 
hammad. It represents an extensive and 
generally careful study of the literature, and 
gives a good idea of the Talmud and the 
more eminent of the Rabbis. The part 
which relates to the rise of Christianity and 
the life and death of our Lord is written 
wholly from the Jewish standpoint. What 
is distinctive in the teaching of Jesus is 
ascribed to the Didackhe, a Jewish book whose 
very existence is problematic. The responsi- 
bility for his death is placed entirely on the 
Romans, as the legal procedure and the 
mode and time of the execution were un- 
Jewish, The belief that his death was an 
atoning sacrifice is said to be a later addition 
derived from Paganism. And, of course, the 
faith in his resurrection is described as 
merely a mythical superstition. Dr. Harris 
quotes M. G. Montefiore among his authori- 
ties, but not thus does he write of the Chris- 
tian Gospel. (New York : Block Publishing 





1031 Wainut Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 
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Wise foresight should 


lead you to kee 
cupboard a hal 


in the 
dozen .or 


more handy packages of 


Uneeda Biscuit 


They won’t get broken, musty, 
soiled or soggy like ordinary 
soda crackers because their 
Crisp, clean freshness is 


protected by the 
moisture - proof. 
and dust-tight 
package. 


Never Sold 






































WANT THIS 


judge Artman’s epoch-making decision that all liquor 
cense is unconstitutional gat confusion into the liquor 
ranks, ‘This decision is fully set forth and sustained 
in the Judge’s great book, 


THE LEGALIZED OUTLAW 
$ a Sr thirty baa ‘will some it ioe caly 80 cents 
and nt 

d give a free copy = beautiful sheet song, xe 
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When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sundsy School Times. 





Model Aeroplanes for Xmas 
Complete materials, plan and instructions for building 
3 {t. Model Blériot Mo ne, $3 (exp.25c.extra). Plas 


and directions only, 15c. postpaid. 
" Our Wright 3 ft. Bi-plane Model is ab- 
solutely guaranteed to fly. Complete 
materials, ready to assemble, with 
directions, $6.00 (exp. 40c. extra). 
Plan and directions only, 25c. 










- Send stamp for illustrated catalog, describing 
complete for model aero builders. 
Ldcal Aeroplane & donely Ca, 81a2 W, Deedee RY city 


Tye Sanday Scyool Times 


Philadelphia, December g, 1911 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter ” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly. at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage : 


Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

s One free copy addi- 
Free Copies  jicnsi will beallowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at thé 
$1.00 rate. 

The pa: is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
OE Sark cohice of am cae weawe of the, paper fo 
qualteate the teachers oS aschool toecxamine tt, wild 
be sent free upon application. 

Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 























This is the Maid of fair renown 

. Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 
And her employment isn’t slow, 
For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the parlor, can 
be kept perfectly clean by SAPOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 


ASK THE TEACHER 


who uses 


TARBELL'S "ee 


The personality and force of this successful 
teacher and student of pedagogy is shared by 
every one who uses ‘‘ TARBELL'S."’ 


Tue 1912 VoLume 


Every class of teachers will find a wealth 
of information along all lines, showing how to 
Study, what to teach, with stories, missionary 
topic, maps, etc. 


Slattery : “ Exceeding! tive and 
nee nee thi ae tter, — 


Ft. doweth, McA.1 8° OF very great sev! 
° . At ver se ce to 
S.S. Teachers.” 4 


8vo., Cloth, $1.00 net ("sfR3'*) 
AT ALL BOOKSELLERS OR 


FLEMING WH. REVELL COMPANY 


New York, 158 Fifth Ave. Chicago, 125.N, Wabash Ave. 


























Envelope 
System 


The Laymep’s ‘Mis- 
sionary Movement 
urges upon all churches the use of 


| PRAYER TOPIC DUPLEX ENVELOPES | 


on the back of which is printed the uniform 
Prayer-schedule adapted by the Movement 
for 1912...-Thése envelopes «are >? 
made only. by: the originators. of 














the Duples nvelope System; 
Order direct. ‘or if ‘through an‘ 
agent, specify Duplex-Richmond, 
Send for Free °° Prayer Topic Unit’ 38 
DUPLEX - RICHMOND, VA. 


A SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR 
Par excellence. THE POUNDS LESSON CALEN- 
DAR. Artistic, Original, Effective. Just the thin 
for presents to the members of a class or school. 














Sample, rsc., two for asc. Wholesale rates on large 
lots. THE HIRAM PRESS, Hiram, Ohio. 





i Cards, circulars, books, newspaper. Press $5. 
Larger, $18. Rotary, $60. Save money. Big pro- 
fit printing for others. All easy rules sent. 
Write factory for press catalog, TYPE. cards, 
paper, &c. The Preas Co., Meriden, Conn. 
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j Ask Marion Lawrance | 





MAINE. — If the Sanday-school is 
ahead of the charch, what should the bua 
do ?—B. C. : 

Whip up! 

N , N. J.—Voar personal question 
is discussed ay ‘ t of Notes on 

Letters in thisissue. _It is the intention 
this column to consider rather 
Sunday-school work.—A, Z. 
TExas.—Should the and 
visit the during 
session ?—K. A. S. 
Ves, but not necessarily to participate ; 


certainly, not to interfere with the re 
order of the services, The children ought to 
become familiar with the face and the voice 
of the pastor and the Superintendent, and 
this cannot be unless they are peren in the 
room every Sunday, if possible, and fre- 
qioetly have something to say to the children 
along helpful lines. 


Mise1ssiPPI.—Will a Union Teachers’ Meet- 
es | take the place of a regular meeting of a lo- 
school ?—J. C. B. 

No, for the reason that a teachers’ meeting 
is a place to study the school as much as a 
ee to study the lesson ; and it is impossi- 

le to study the needs of the local school at 
a Union Teachers’ Meeting. A meeting of 
this kind where nothing is done but to study 
the lesson for the following Sunday is all right, 
and is better than none at all; but the best 
teachers’ meeting is the one held in the local 
church, 








GEORGIA.—How can we overcome tardi- 
ness in our Sunday-school ?—H. A. 

Begin on time, The superintendent should 
be ahead of time in ordertobe ontime. He 
should have his officers, including the cho- 
rister and pianist, trained so that they will 
be ready to begin on the minute,—and then 
begin, - Wait for nothing. Make the open- 


and helpful. ‘Close the ‘doors the moment 
the school begins, and do not open them 
until there is a.eonvenient break in the pro- 
gram, This will let those who are late know 
that they have thissed something. Tardiness’ 
in any Sunday-school is & breeder of trouble, 
and may be largely overcome. 





PENNSYLVANIA. —What is the num- 
ber for a Sunday-school class in inter- 
mediate Department ?—G. W. B. 

That depends. If you have a separate 
class room where you may be by yourselves, 
it is possible for a teacher profitably to 
take care of twice as many as he can in an 
open room where the classes are all close 
together. There is also to be considered the 
fact that the teaching on Sunday is not all 
there is for the teacher todo. There is the 
visitation of the absent and sick, looking after 
the social intefests of the class, becoming fa- 
miliar with their home life, etc. Indeed, 
the teaching of the class on Sunday is one of 
the smallest services the teacher has, —in 
point of time. Another difficulty, especially 
when the classes are in one large room, is in 
regard to the seating, so that the scholars 
may hear the teacher without interruption to 
other classes. All things considered, seven 
to ten is a good size for-a class of Intermedi- 
ates, and seven is better than ten, 





CALIFORNIA. —In many, Sunday-schools it is 
customary to give.a of the latest 
“school conve: the whole 
school, It is embarrassing to the téachers to 
have teaching methods discussed’ in ‘the pres- 
ence of the scholars. H6éw can this matter be 
handled ?—N, E. G. age 
It is*a good thing ‘to report /the Sunday- 
school convention to the whole school ex- 
cept, perhaps, the primaries and younger 
pupils ; but I would ‘confiré such a report to 
the inspirational part of the convention, and 
give only those things which’’can be tnder- 
stood-and appreciated-by the-younhgest pupils 
‘een tee There“is much'to ‘be gained. by 
eeping a school continually informed about 
what is going on in a Sunday-school way in 
the county or stateor country. Then, at the 
regular téachers’-meeting—or at .a special 
one called for the purpose—where only offi- 
cers and teachers assemble, it is profitable 
to discuss methods of work, and such de- 
tails: as should come ~before the” teachers 
rather than the scholars. In this way you 





serve a double purpose. and will accomplish 
much good. 





= ( A New of Chain References. Priees 
oTrnen' Anew’ of Collected Refereneea, from $1.25 to $6.06 
= Se Lange Black Face Type. . nel oo ,: 














Cc 
re, with 
Places, Explanations of 
Paragraphs, with Twelve 


Prices from $2.00 to $10.00. 





tions, and Index, to which are ad 


Seemi Prsrpensios, ond 
Colored aps and Index to 
EDITED BY REV. C. J. SCOFIELD, D.D. 


Helps at Had 
a New System of 
Maps. 


Full deseriptive circular will be sent om request. 













[The Oxford Teachers’ Bible] 


With new and up-to-date Helps, arranged under one alphabet. 
The Onty Teachers’ Bible made with 
Century 


20th 
In a large variety of styles and 








Helps 
bindings. Send for complete list. | 








OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 5 weet S223 Ba te York 
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Peloubet’s 
Select Notes|Z 


ee 


The 38th Annual Volume of the World’s 
Commentary on the 


International Sunday School Lessons 
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By Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D.D., and Prof. Amos R. Wells, A.M. 


Ascholarly, comprehensive and practical text-book employing 
the most improved modern principles of teaching and study. 

For the busy teacher, it contains an exposition of each lesson 
in a nutshell while abounding i 


ing in suggestive avenues for in- 
It is the recognized and leading Sunday school manual of 
Christian world. 3 


For sale by all booksellers 


|] W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston and Chicago 







84 pages, cloth, $1.25 
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pose to earn it. 


sire to get ahead. 


markable degree. 


. No essential branch of business is so limitless, nor 
crowded, No business may be built so large without investment of capital. I 
will weely 2s te 


You Have a RIGHT to Independence! 


¥ou have a right to independence, but you must have an Aonest put- 
Many have 
ough direction and intelligent help must be supplied. : -My instruction 
supplies the first, and our Co-operative Bureau fulfills the sécond. 
Large numbers have availed themselves of both, suéceeding to a re- 
Investigate without prejudice, this opportunity to 


LEARN THE COLLECTION. BUSINESS 


and escape salaried drudgery for life. If you, have an idea that the collection 
business as.I,teach it is not as safe, 
profitable business, you are mistaken, and 1 


for the askin; . + < 
ERS ON THE COLLECTION BUSINESS.” 
It may meah comfort for life, if not a great deal more. “Write for it now. 


W. A. SHRYER, Pres., American Collection Service, 426 State St. Detroit, Mich. 


urpose, ambition and energy, but thor- 


sure and di as a bank, or any other 


1 ve it, if you earnestly de- 
pro yo had 




















THE WASTE 
OF 
WAKEFULNESS 





, 
is exceedingly hard on body and brain. And 
deleterious drugs only make conditions 
worse. 
Phosphate in a half glass of water just be- 
fore retiring in many cases can prevent wake- 
fulness, and always without ill after-effects. 


A few drops of Horsford’s Acid 

















